April 2022
Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels have always enjoyed and benefitted from participation in Féile, and the directions below are intended to help parents & mentors though some of the non-playing activities associated with participation. Teams qualifying for the National Féile may incur additional expense in preparing and participating in the All-Ireland stages of the competition. Féile is about participation and enjoyment by players and their families and as part of Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels and we will support and promote this ethos.
 
Féile Panel
1. All players in the respective Player panel will form part of the Féile squad. Féile rules dictate up to a limit of 24 on the actual playing squad. This does not mean that the 24 limit has be filled.
2. Definition – Player panel consist of players at that age group. For example, @ U15 where there are players from 2 different age groups, the players at the older age group will make up the panel first & foremost. If required, the second age group will only play up in order to make an appropriate panel number that allows for suitable team substitutions throughout the tournament. For example, a panel of 20+ is an appropriate number to allow for rotating 5+ team substitutions throughout the tournament. Note, the lower age group will have an opportunity to participate in the following years Féile as they become the Player panel for that year.
3. Féile rules dictate that all players will receive appropriate game time throughout the tournament.
4. Examples of Player Panel decisions –
5. In the event the Player panel in the appropriate age group is greater than 24 players, all 24 positions must be filled. The playing panel will consist of players in rank order of their age. Therefore, older age players will automatically make the panel and the younger players will be included up to the 24 players. This may result in players not making the playing panel & in this situation, the manager and mentors should seek to speak directly to the parents by way of explanation and briefing to prepare the player in advance of any panel announcement. Text messaging should never be used.
6. Players from the older age group who are not part of the Player panel (i.e., outside of the 24) but are part of the overall squad will be included in all other aspects of Féile in terms of gear, photographs, training and preparation, fun events in the lead up and at the games themselves.
7. In the event, the Player panel is less than 24, the Féile team can be supported by the lower age group that allows for suitable team substitutions throughout the tournament. The decision on numbers and the players playing up from the lower age group will be determined by the mentors. This decision may be made based on a number of decisions, for example – a player’s capability of playing with the older age group, a positional reason (ex – goalie), a player precedence of playing with that Player panel in the years before and/or a player who will not participate in the following years Feile for a verified reason. Note, the lower age group will always have an opportunity to participate in the following years Féile as they become the Player panel for that year. The mentors decision to be ratified and agreed by the full executive committee
8. Examples,
9. Player panel is 30. 24 will be selected for Féile based on rank order of age. The remaining players will be notified appropriately as per 4a.
10. Player panel is 20. Unlikely any support or players playing up is required, unless deem necessary by the mentors as per point 4c.
· Player panel is 15. Likely a requirement for 5+ players from the younger age group to play up. Mentors’ decision on players playing up will be based as per point 4c.
11. In the event of 2 teams going forward for Féile & there is a requirement for U13’s to support the 2nd Team, Mentors’ decision on players playing up will be based as per point 4c.
12. Note, in the event the Féile age group changes for whatever reason (Féile U15 is changed to U13) the above points still apply but at the new age group.
 
Fundraising Guidelines:
Teams qualifying for the National Féile may incur additional expense in preparing and participating in the competition. Fundraising efforts are generally focussed on covering the incremental costs of preparing and transporting the team to the Féile tournament including the presentation of the team in a uniform outfit. If there are no additional expenses required to participate in Feile, fundraising or sponsorship is not obligatory and is up to the discretion of the Mentors and Parents.
 
If required, fundraising Féile committee consisting of parents and some officers of the Club could be established to organise fundraising for the Club to cover the costs associated with Féile and monies will be lodged in the Club account and drawn down through normal club procedures. The fundraising budget and fundraising plan would be agreed and approved by the Treasurer and Club Executive at the outset.  The general types of anticipated expenditure items include;
 
· New set of Jerseys if required & Polo shirt for players & mentors
· Transportation to Feile
· Good luck signs for the village
· Food for the team en route to and from the Féile venue and on the Saturday/ Sunday afternoon
· Additional training or playing equipment if required
· Physiotherapist during Féile weekend.
· Féile Registration fees & Gift for the host Club
 
It is also encouraged that parents will continue to take an active part in the life of the general club once Féile is over.

