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Tuaraisc an Rúnaí 
Reamhrá  
Fearaim fáilte roimh cách ag ár gcruinniú bhliaintiúil anocht. As we got back to normal activities after 
the restrictions of the previous few years there was a huge amount of activity in the club, both on 
and off the field and a number of highlights stood out:  
 
After the disappointment of relegation to Intermediate last year, the club undertook a review with 
the appointment of a Review Committee to analyse the team’s performance during the year. The 
Review Committee consisted of Declan Bannon, who chaired it, Ronan Finnegan and Liam Keane of 
Blackhall Gaels. The report gave a clear road map regarding the selection process. Expressions of 
interest were sought while the review was on-going and interviews were held, starting on 12 
December 2022. Following interviews the selection panel recommended the best candidate, Richie 
Kealy, for appointment. Richie along with his management team of Fergus Clancy, TP Toolan and 
initially David Gallagher until Paul Curran joined in April were given a 3-year term with the stated 
objective to return to Senior status. This was achieved in Year 1 which is a fantastic result and 
something that hadn’t been achieved within the county in 20 years  
 
Once again pride of place goes to our club members who featured on the Meath Ladies’ team that 
captured the All-Ireland senior title for the second consecutive year. Huge congratulations to Niamh 
O Sullivan, Niamh Gallogly and Méadhbh Byrne for their parts in the success and whilst Niamh didn’t 
repeat her all-star award, she was player of the match in the final -no small achievement. Maith sibh 
go léir. 
 
Congratulations to Ruairi Kinsella on being voted young footballer of the year in Meath for 2022 – a 
fantastic honour for Ruairi his family and the club. Ruairi is only the third player from Dunshaughlin 
to win the award, Caoimhin King (2003) & Mathew Costello (2019). Ruairi also added Intermediate 
player of the year to his trophy cabinet and hopefully he along with our Meath U20s Conor Gray, 
John McDonagh, Aaron Murphy, Ciaran McCarrick and Fursey Blake, can continue to progress and 
push us towards more success in the coming years. 
 
Our Club Lotto continued to go from strength to strength and brings in a regular income each week 
which really helps in our budget planning for the year. 
 
Well done to our Men’s and Ladies teams for their participation in our second annual 7 aside 
tournament on St Stephens Day. Thanks to Caitlin O’Neill, Sean O’ Neill, Marc Leddy Cian Gallogly, 
Ben Duggan, Adam McDermott, and our Chair Frank Gallogly for organising the event. We are 
delighted to say it raised €1500 which will be donated to Meath hospice in memory of Maria Kealy. 
 
Congratulations to our own Mairéad Delaney as she steps down as Meath County secretary after five 
demanding years in the role. She was a trailblazer for female involvement at the highest level of the 
GAA, being the first female secretary of our club and the first female ever to hold the prestigious and 
demanding post of county secretary. 

Congratulations also to our club chairman Frank Gallogly who has completed a five-year stint as 
Meath referees’ co-ordinator.  
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Adult Men’s Teams 
Our season started for the Intermediate men’s team in the unfamiliar territory of the pre-season 

Corn Boinne Cup. Whilst we didn’t complete all 3 games due to cancellation of the last game against 

Kilmainham a win and a loss gave us an indication of the challenges that lay ahead. The League 

campaign got underway on a cold evening on the 4th March in Oldcastle and the positive result in a 

venue notoriously difficult for away teams was the perfect start to the competitive campaign that 

the new management team and players were looking for. Two wins followed against Moynavley and 

Walterstown meant a strong unbeaten start but losses to Seneschalstown and Trim where we 

conceded 3 goals certainly brought our expectations down to earth. However, our reaction in 

winning our next 3 games and in particular our win against a very defensive Dunderry team was an 

early season indicator of the resolve and character within the group. This meant that a win in our 

last game against Curraha would mean a top two finish and a league final together with promotion 

back to the topflight league. A comprehensive 3-18 to 0-11 victory ensured a final date against Trim 

on the 25th June in Summerhill. Any doubts about or ability to compete against Senior teams were 

quickly shelved as we dominated a very free flowing game of football against last years All Ireland 

Intermediate club finalists which saw us with a 5-point lead as the clock ticked down. Unfortunately, 

Trim’s great big match experience told and the outscored us 1-3 to no score I the last few minutes to 

secure victory by the narrowest of margins. Although disappointed the large crowd could see 

progress and the performance gave more confidence to the group as the championship loomed. 

Overall, in the league campaign   37 played in Division 1B (17 played exclusively 1B & the other 20 

also played 2B) which showed the real depth of the panel. In fact, the maximum 5 subs used in 

EIGHT of the NINE games in the league stages. Luke Mitchell top scored with 4-34 and the team 

were the second top scorers with 19-110 over the 10 games   

Our Intermediate championship started on a blustery showery evening in Walterstown and despite 

playing into a very strong wind from throw in once we had retaken the lead after 15 mins, we never 

relinquished it. In the period from halftime to the 50th minute Dunshaughlin scored 0-7 without reply 

to lead 0-13 to 0-5 and a goal from Mathew Costello ensured a comfortable 9-point victory. Our 

second outing in Ashbourne was against St. Pats in Ashbourne on Friday August 5th and a stiff test 

was expected as they led the table and were coming off the back of two big wins. 

It was an ideal evening for football and a swirling breeze that was there during the warm-up in 

Ashbourne died down just before the throw-in. By the end of the 1st quarter Dunshaughlin led 0-5 to 0-0, 

with points scored at a rate of every 2 to 3 minutes from all three players on the full forward line. A 

comprehensive win for Dunshaughlin followed and we never looked in trouble at any stage during this 

game and led all the way. It was hard to see anything other than a Dunshaughlin win even at half-time 

when we led 1-10 to 0-2.  A 16-point cushion 2-14 to 0-4 after 45 minutes eventually finished up with the 

final score 2-18 to 1-9. The hardworking Dunshaughlin performance on the field left the supporters with 

little to find fault with, and saw us maintain our 100% record and lead the group on score difference 

In a showery Moynalvey on Saturday evening August 20th there were very few talking points in a one-

sided encounter. Indeed, from the first attack of the game Dunshaughlin earned a free which Mathew 

Costello dispatched to give us the lead after 40 seconds. A 24th minute goal finished low by half back 

Adam Kealy saw us lead 1-7 to 0-1 at half time. With the wind behind them in the 2nd half Dunshaughlin 

continued to dominate and the only concern after the game was the injury to influential Ben Duggan 

which subsequently kept him out for a number of games as we looked towards the knockout stages 

knowing a draw in the last game against Bective would be enough to secure top spot in the group. 

A slow start saw Bective hold Dunshaughlin scoreless until the 13th minute in the final group game when 

Aaron Murphy scored a point from a tight angle. As the rain cleared and the sky brightened it invigorated 
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the Dunshaughlin lads and in a four-minute spell from the 16th minute Dunshaughlin added four more 

points, all from play and then in the space of eight minutes the boys in Black & Amber had scored seven 

unanswered points. Gaols from Conor Gray and Luke Mitchell in the second half put us into a thirteen- 

point lead with twenty minutes to go. We maintained our 100% record and good form in the 

Intermediate Championship and despite the winning margin (4-12 to 1-05) were aware of the very tough 

challenges ahead as we entered the knock-out stages.     

Any doubts we had that Rathkenny would provide the sternest test so far were quickly realised as 
their defensive shape and attention to detail pitted with some strong individual performances made 
life tough for Dunshaughlin and it took us 14 minutes to trouble the scoreboard with Luke Mitchell 
converting a free. A Donal Keogan goal meant we trailed by 1-3 to 0-5 at the break but we made the 
better start to the second period with 2 points to edge in front. Rathkenny could, and possibly 
should, have been back in front moments later, but they spurned two fantastic goal opportunities in 
the space of as many minutes, but they were expertly denied by the superb Adam McDermott on 
both occasions. However, a 62nd minute goal from substitute Conor Jennings kept Dunshaughlin on 
course for an immediate return to the senior ranks and we showed real grit and character in 
overcoming a Rathkenny side by 3 point (1-12 to 1-09) who provided various challenges throughout 
an incredibly physical encounter. We were now looking forward to a semi-final clash with Nobber 

 
Although Dunshaughlin were favourites heading into the first semi-final and most observers were 
expecting a comfortable win we did not get our own way and Nobber put up a very spirited 
challenge, especially in the first half when Nobber playing against a strong wind, were only trailing 
by 5 points (1-8 to 0-6) at the break. Nobber got the first score of the 2nd half with a point from play 
to leave four points between the sides, that was as close they were going to get for the rest of the 
game. Dunshaughlin did win the match by fifteen points but eight of those points were scored 
without reply in the last 10 minutes of the game, a period when Dunshaughlin’s superior fitness was 
evident. 

With this victory we qualified to play Duleek/Bellewstown in the 2022 Intermediate Championship 
Final in Pairc Tailtean.  With Duleek/Bellewstown winning their semi-final by an even bigger winning 
margin, we knew that it would take an almighty effort to come out on top in the final in what was 
Dunshaughlin’s first appearance in an Intermediate Final since victory in 1997 final. 
 
In a case of history repeating itself the final was a mirror of Dunshaughlin’s last victory in the 
Intermediate championship 25 years earlier when Richie Kealy who scored two points in 1997 (when 
Duleek were also the beaten finalists) won the Mattie McDonnell cup as a player and as a manager. 
Dunshaughlin opted to play with the strong wind behind them into the town end goals and apart 
from when both teams swapped points in the first four minutes, Dunshaughlin led the game from 
there till the finish. Dunshaughlin led by 10 points to three at half time and Dunshaughlin supporters 
were wondering would it be enough of a cushion? They need not have worried as their heroes 
outscored Duleek/Bellewstown seven points to four playing against the wind in the 2nd half.  
Dunshaughlin went into the game as hot favourites at 1/5 and justified favouritism with an emphatic 
win. The foundations of the Dunshaughlin success were built on hard work, winning a high number 
of turnovers especially in the first half and limiting the opposition (who were the highest scoring 
Intermediate team coming into the game) to scoring only seven points. 
Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels wish to thank all their supporters who came out in very large numbers 
to get behind the lads including so many former players from years gone by. 
There were many worthy nominees for the man of the match but it was the performance of every 
player on the team and panel that was vital in the crowning of Dunshaughlin as Intermediate 
champions of 2022. In captain Niall Murphy’s acceptance speech, he stressed the importance and 
the vital part of all 60 lads involved in both the 1st and 2nd teams made in getting the Mattie 
McDonnell cup making its journey down the M3.  
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Overall, we cored 11-110 in 7 games in the championship and Luke Mitchell’s impressive final tally of 
2-42 was only 1 point behind top scorer Mickey Newman. 

Our Leinster campaign began at Pairc Tailteann against Kildare champions Ballyteague and we ran 
out comfortable winners in the quarter final.The sides entered the break level on points, with 
Dunshaughlin having large spells of possession but struggling to break down a resilient Ballyteague 
defence. The breakthrough arrived for Dunshaughlin when Niall Murphy's delivery was finished to 
the net, at the old swimming pool end, by Conor Gray. That left it 1-11 to 0-9 with 43 minutes gone. 
We wasted no time to increase the advantage. Aaron Murphy turned provider for John McDonagh to 
fire home his side's second goal, in the 47th minute, to leave us ahead by double scores, 2-12 to 0-9. 
Yet again our panels fitness and conditioning ensured that over the final third of the hour, 
Dunshaughlin outscored the visitors by 2-9 to 0-2 and meant we could look forward to another 
“home” game in Navan versus the Louth champions Cooley Kickhams , who had overcome Dublin 
champions Naomh Barrog in their quarter final . 

In the semi-final, Cooley were first to show through a fourth minute mark, loudly cheered by their 
strong support. Dunshaughlin response was four points in a five-minute spell to establish a lead that 
was never relinquished. Leading by three points a the break 08-05 five points in 12 third quarter 
minutes effectively determined the outcome. Having moved 0-13 to 0-5 clear after 42 minutes, 
Dunshaughlin managed just one more point. Remarkably we registered no wides over the hour 
despite not scoring between the 42nd minute and John McDonagh’s point in the second minute of 
added time at the end of the game which sealed victory by 14-to 0-6 and ensured a Leinster final 
date against the Wexford champions Fethard St Mogues   

Writing about the final would not be complete without acknowledging the background and 
emotions involved going into the fixture, with his sister Maria Kealy Johnson passing away the 
previous afternoon it took great courage and commitment to the Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels club 
that manager Richie Kealy took charge of the team in what must have been very difficult 
circumstances for him. The pitch in Chadwicks Wexford Park was in fantastic condition and along 
with the top-class facilities, provided an ideal setting for what turned out to be one of the best club 
football games of 2022. The Dunshaughlin boys under 11 team formed a Guard Of Honour on the 
pitch prior to the start of the game to welcome their heroes.  The crowd were treated to a pulsating 
encounter but unfortunately for us the Intermediate Championship journey for 2022 came to an end 
as we just fell short by the bare minimum as we went looking to capture the clubs first Leinster since 
2002. 

Whilst we were dominant in scores from play, scoring 2-9 compared to Fethard only scoring 1-5 we 
could never quite pull away and in fact were a goal down heading into the break. The second half 
was barely a minute old when the sides were back level, as Mathew Costello proved to be coolness 
personified as he steadied himself in the penalty area to rattle the Fethard net. Between then and 
the end of the second half it was nip and tuck but ultimately, we fell short by the narrowest of 
margins to a very determined Wexford team who we have to say were deserving winners on the 
day. 

Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels would like to congratulate all the players on the panel, the management 
team led by Richie, and which also includes Paul Curran (coach), Fergus Clancy, TP Toolan and Ciaran 
Clusker & Adrian Toolan who were responsible for fitness & conditioning, Tommy Brennan and his 
physio team for injury recovery & prevention, Our stats men Adam Summerville & Jack 
Hetherington. Thanks also to David Gallagher who helped out earlier in the year till Paul Curran was 
available to take on his role and finally Jim Gilligan who was a great help on match days. 
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We have a young panel of players that we must nurture, and support and our focus must be on 
building a team capable of being competitive at senior level. 

 
Second Team 
Our League games got underway on 6th March where we competed in A League Division 2B. The 
team had victories over Clan na nGael, Dunsany, Dunboyne and Ballinlough. We lost two games 
against Kilmainham and Longwood and completed the league with a low scoring, scrappy draw in 
the last game against Donaghmore/Ashbourne. This was enough to squeak into the League Final 
versus Kilmainham on Saturday 11th June in Pairc Tailteann. The final, played on a windy day, swung 
to and for at different stages with extra-time required to separate the teams. We missed out by the 
narrowest of margins despite a massive effort from the panel. On the plus side, promotion was 
gained to division 2A which will only serve to improve the standard of football for our players as they 
continue to develop. 

The second team had three group games in the Premier 1 Championship which started at the end of 

July. The Championship began with a draw at home with Donaghmore/Ashbourne followed by two 

wins against Gaeil Colmcille and Skryne. An excellent win in the semi-final versus Trim set up a 

rematch with Ashbourne in the final. The Premier Division 1 Final was in Pairc Tailteann on the 17th 

September before our Intermediate Championship game. For the second year in a row, we started 

poorly in the final but showed great heart and skill to come back into the contest in the third 

quarter. A third goal from the opposition halted our gallop and we came up just short despite an 

excellent team showing. 

Overall, a very successful season for the second team despite two final disappointments. The second 

team panel trained consistently as part of the larger panel and players benefitted from this inclusion. 

There were good lines of communication from the first team management. We hope for continued 

dedication and improvements in 2023. Thanks to the management team of Paul Sheehy, Kevin Kealy 

and Ronan Finnegan for their effort and commitment over the year 

Third Team  
Thanks to Jim Mitchell, Paul Murphy, Seamus Traynor and Andy Byrne for organising and managing 

this group. 2022 proved to be a difficult year for the 3rd team. The championship was runoff early in 

the year, with the league being played in the latter half of the year.  

We had similar issues in both competitions with our third team even with the help of some second 

team players, having to endure some hefty defeats, and failed to advance past the group stages. This 

was due to the fact that many teams used these competitions as warm ups for their first and second 

team players, as they didn’t have a 3rd or 4th team. Our thanks to Paul Sheehy and Kevin Kealy for the 

use of the second team players. 

However, 2022 did see the return to the playing field of quite a few faces from days gone bye.  

Numbers were down at training this year, as the first and second teams elected to train as a unit. 

This resulted in a lack of intensity at training sessions which in turn led to a drop-off numbers. 

I would like to thank all those who committed to training and games during the year and always 

endeavoured to give 100% to the cause. 

We hope to see you all in 2023 and strive to make if a better and more enjoyable experience for all. 

Prem 8: Several walkovers given by oppositions, after a draw against Trim and then playoff against 
same we found ourselves in a semi-final. Three games in close succession with something to play for 
was good but overall, not enough competitive games in meaningful competitions.  
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The Under 20s season was disappointing as priority was given to the Leinster Football championship 
which meant we couldn’t enter the 2 teams we had hoped to. We competed I the A division and the 
first round versus St Colmcille’s was postponed due to unplayable pitches and we were beaten in the 
other round robin games by Skryne and Summerhill. While we did give lots of younger players an 
opportunity and introduced them to adult football given our position as defending champions it was 
a pity we couldn’t launch a stronger defence of the title 
 

The Football Committee feels the premier div.6 and 8 championships were over too early to keep 
players engaged over the summer while first and second teams are still a month from starting their 
championship. These championships had 7 rounds or more which is unsustainable and should have 
been run under league rules. Mentors are being forced to run internal 7 aside competition during 
July. We had worked on possible resolutions to the issue but for 2023 there has been no structural 
change therefore we will only be entering 2 adult teams in the Premier competitions 

 
Coaching and Games  
Stephen Claire organised a workshop in August based on a Games based approach which was 
attended by over 100 coaches from with in the club and country wide. This was a tremendous 
success and Stephen deserves great credit for organising. Thanks to Councillor Gerry O’Connor for 
allowing us to use the community centre to accommodate the large numbers 
We had a co-ordinated response to the Silent Sidelines initiative with all juvenile mentors given 
documents and policies that are relevant for their age groups.  As mentors of each age group they 
were reminded that is part of their role to ensure that these documents and policies are compiled 
with. Silent side-lines have been in place in Meath GAA since 2017 and are part of the GAA Respect 
Initiative.  At a group meeting in October all mentors were reminded of their responsibility to set the 
example for both players and parents.  
 
Also, congratulations to our mentors who completed coaching courses this year – its shows a 
tremendous enthusiasm and dedication to ensure that all our players receive the best advice and 
assistance to help them achieve their potential as they move though the age grades  
 
A very successful Cúl Camp was held in Dunshaughlin, while our thanks are due to Graham Dowd 
who organised an innovative Black and Amber Camp for August. Due to the over subscription of 
both camps, we are hoping to have 2 Cul camps this coming year  
 
Thanks to Pauric Burke our GPO who moved on during the year and welcome to Stephen Reilly our 
new GPO and we look forward to working with him and the schools. We’ve reached an agreement 
with the county board and Drumree that Stephen will work exculively with both clubs in 2023 which 
is huge positive for both of us. It will require a greater investment, but we view it as an integral part 
of our plans for growth. 
 
Administration  
The executive committee met 10 times in 2022 and as ratified at last year’s AGM the new 
subcommittee structure consisting of: (i) Coaching & Games (ii) Football, with separate committees 
for adult men & juvenile boys (iii) Royal Gaels (iv) Finance & Fundraising (v) 
Buildings/Facilities/Pitches (vi) Communications (vii) Health, Well Being, Culture and Inclusion and 
(viii) a Strategic Development group looking at future medium and long term plans came into 
operation reporting to the Executive. This new structure whilst not without growing pains has 
worked well and made the work of the Executive more efficient and empowered people to progress 
with different initiatives.  
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Club Facilities  
Pitches 
Regular mowing of pitches required during the summer and this falls to Jim Smith and Pat Maloney 
who do not always have the time to do the work. We are looking for more volunteers to come 
forward.  Huge demand on pitches means that the surface is currently very poor. Options suggested 
for improvement (i) placement of artificial grass in small squares - currently planned. The damaged 
areas on Pitch 1 have been resodded and the goal areas remain to be done. The pitch is currently 
closed, and goal guards have been attached to the goalposts to prevent play in those area. 
Pitch 2 also requires resodding. It was agreed that pitch guards be placed on the Pitch 2 goals also.  
The back of the goal area on Pitch 2 beside the Astro needs a drain along its length due to flooding at 
the back of the goalmouth. It was agreed this would be left until drainage is done when the parking 
area is being upgraded. 
There is an ongoing difficulty in keeping both pitches cut during the growing season and it was 
agreed we should further investigate the purchase of an auto mower as many clubs have done. 
Brady’s Ratoath previously quoted €18K for a Husqvarna but Jim Smith may be able to get a cheaper 
quote for a different brand from Brian Mooney. To be pursued.  
Please note that with the increased in energy costs we are asking people to be try and use the astro 
during daylight hours at the weekend during the next two month for training if possible. 
The strategy and development committee have done research on the proposed population growth 
for the town, reviewed to upcoming development plans and have scheduled to meet the county 
councillors. They are also investigating other avenues with a view to putting together a plan for the 
expansion of playing fields. This needs to be a priority for the incoming committee as the numbers of 
members increase  
 
Clubhouse  
Lift is now operational, and we need to follow up on a service agreement. We know that that an 
annual check is required for compliance. Thanks to Richie Kealy for helping out on the electrics and 
Jim Gilligan and Shaun McTigue for their work in painting and skimming to ensure its fully 
operational. All work on the fire escape is now complete and it was agreed Harras fencing should be 
removed at the exit at ground level. 
The underside of the stairway needs to be caged in to prevent the danger of accidents to persons 
walking into the structure and to prevent young children playing in and around the structure.  
The bar removed from the fire exit door while the fire escape was awaited needs to be reinstated. 
Fire extinguishers etc. are now in place upstairs. The fire alarm is operational, but the suppliers Apex 
Fire need to return to finalize some additional items and the maintenance contract in place 
downstairs needs to be extended to include upstairs. 
Heating: there has been no heat in the building for some time and efforts to get the system 
operational months ago seem to have failed. Thanks to Jim Pat Gorman and Seamus Traynor for 
trying to resolve what is a persistent and ongoing problem. 
Regarding clubhouse cleaning, the girl engaged to do cleaning left after two sessions and has not 
been replaced. Since then, two employees have been engaged under the Tús work scheme and they 
clean the lobby, stairs etc regularly. The incoming committee will need to ascertain if the 
employment of a regular cleaning service is necessary. Previous quote received for PA system from 
McGoldricks Navan, c €3K. To be controlled from end dressing room/shop with speakers on middle 
floodlights. Conduit should be available alongside of Pitch 1 to carry the cable. Incoming committee 
to assess against budget for 2023 
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Car Park & Pitch Surrounds 
As new club sponsor is now on board and will have an advertising hoarding near the entrance facing 
on to the road for promotional purposes. Given our previous experience when a complaint to Meath 
County Council resulted in us being directed to remove the sign it was agreed to investigate if 
planning permission will be needed for such a sign. 
There was also a suggestion that in addition to signage around the pitch prominent signage could be 
sold along the front boundary wall as has been done by Kiltale GAA. The Facilities committee 
recommendations is that any decision was a matter for the incoming executive committee, but it 
was felt that any application for permission should initially be confined to a hoarding by the main 
sponsor. If successful permission for other signs could be sought later if the executive approved as 
they may have an impact on car parking and visually mightn’t be a great addition to the road. 
We now have plans for lighting, tarmac, parking, and pedestrian markings on the grounds. We have 
given the plans to Joe O Reilly, an engineer, for advice re drainage before any work commences but 
they have not yet provided a drainage plan for the parking area. Jim Gilligan & Shaun McTigue met 
Damien O Brien from the company who did a visual inspection, but he wants a CCTV survey of one of 
the main drains to ensure that any design he does complies with previous planning permissions. We 
hope to resolve as we could probably get someone to do the work in the very near future.  
Plans on the provision of paling around Pitch 1 to match that on Pitch 2. Quotations received over 
the past few months were Cummins, Tipperary who did Pitch 2: €41,000; Tara Fencing, Skryne, who 
did Skryne GAA: €46,000; JPK, Claregalway, Co Galway who did Moynalvey: €55,000. Mulligan 
Fencing who did Dunderry would not quote due to the volume of work they already have on hand.  
It was noted that Ratoath had cut their concrete palings to about 1 metre from the ground on their 
pitch and then topped them with iron railings which is probably a cheaper option and is to be 
investigated. The Health and Wellbeing committee are investigating the possibility of seeking grants 
for such work. 
 
Ideally, we should have three flagpoles at the entrance rather than the one existing short pole and 
are investigating the availability of more suitable poles. 
 
Christy Purcell once again continued his dedication to keeping the club facilities in working order, 
opening the clubhouse, marking the pitches, and assisting with stewarding. He is regularly helped by 
his assistant Tossie O Rourke in preparing the fields with markings and flags and stewarding. Also, 
thanks to Liam Carey for assisting on the gate. One of the areas that we need to bolster in 2023 is 
the lack of stewards for several games during the year and this is an area that needs to be given 
attention for 2023. Some members were regularly available, Paddy O Dwyer was ever-present, and 
thanks to others such as Gabriel King, Shaun McTigue, Colum Bracken, John Considine, Alan 
O’Dwyer, Andy Byrne, Jim Mitchell and Seamus Traynor who regularly answer the call for duty. 
 
Many thanks to J: Pat Gorman, Shaun McTigue, Jim Smith, Seamus Traynor, Ultan Blake, Michael 
Molloy, Cyril Creavin for their work on the subcommittee under the expert guidance of Jim Gilligan.  

 
Finance & Fundraising  
The executive committee took the decision that because of the huge fundraising effort completed in 
2022 to complete and open the clubhouse that our efforts this year would focus on examining our 
sponsorship model and trying to put together a more professional package and proposals for local 
business willing to partner with us.  
 
We are happy to announce that Grace Healthcare have agreed to become our platinum partner and 
main club sponsor and we have entered into a three-year agreement with them. This is a significant 
development and provides a strong base for us as we continue to grow and expand our membership. 
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Also, our longstanding partnership with Supervalu will continue as they have agreed to the bronze 
package, and we are continuing to look for other partners.  

 
We are continuing to negotiate pitch-side sponsorship renewals and new business with companies in 
the locality. Thanks, you to the sponsorship committee driven by Fergus Clancy and Dave McEntee 
under the stewardship of our Treasurer Pauric McGovern and assisted by Paul Sheehy and Brian 
Hartigan for their efforts in 2022. 
 
Yet again Jim Smith ran the highly successful Golf Classic and brought in a notable net return of over 
€11,000. Thanks to all our loyal supporters who supported the event and a special thanks to Jim, 
who single-handedly organised and oversaw the event. He certainly epitomises the volunteer spirit 
that is central to the success of the GAA. 
 
We are lucky to have an agreement with the Department of Education to locate Dunshaughlin 
Community National School on our grounds and the regular rental income is a big bonus in our 
budgetary planning for the club. 
 
In terms of our regular day-to-day income the online Lotto has continued to be strong – We had 
built up a large pot and a second pay out but having not had a winner for over 3 years we then had 3 
jackpot winners in the space of 2 months. Whilst online sales have dropped slightly from a high of 
€1200 it remains an important part of our income stream in addition rata in additional to sales at 
SuperValu, Gills Dry Cleaners etc.  
 
Thanks, to the Lotto team headed by Andrew Smith and ably assisted by Jim Smith, Caroline Malone, 
Oliver Gogan and Christy Purcell. Thanks to the PRO Team who have helped in advertising the lotto 
across all our social media channels 
 
We had entered into an agreement with Dave Glen from Hotshot Coffee to become a permanent 
feature at the clubhouse and unfortunately due to a lack of numbers during the day it became 
unviable economically for them, so the agreement was finished late last year. We are currently 
examining other proposals for a similar arrangement for 2023.  
 
The National GAA club draw had proven to be a valuable source of income in previous years, but we 
didn’t pay enough attention to it in 2021/22 so tonight we would ask everyone attending to take a 
booklet and we will be looking for volunteers to canvass the village door to door over the next 
couple of months to sell them. 
 
Royal Gaels were also very thankful to the following sponsors as outlined in their report below: 

Minnis Developments ltd., Dynamo Tyres, Moston, HotShot Coffee, Breifne Plastering,   

Peter Brophy, Kealy Construction, CPac, Tomás McWeeney, Naoise Blake Training Development, 

APQ Associates, Rose Sorohan, Bord na Mona, Keamc Construction, Ronan Collier, Newlands Home 

& Garden Centre, Fresh Today and Eamon Dunne Farmhouse Foods. Once again, thanks to the 

generous support of the shopping public in Dunshaughlin & surrounding areas, we qualified for a set 

of jerseys from LIDL as part of their Level the Playing Field promotion.  

 
When I took over as Secretary, we needed a new Treasurer and thanks to Pauric McGovern for 
stepping into the breach. He has proven to be an excellent addition to the committee and has 
managed our finances calmly and professionally. 
  



 
 

11 
Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels AGM 2022 

Membership  
Teresa Ennis as registrar ably assisted by Mairead Delaney ensured that that membership was 
collected and recorded, so that players have the benefit of the Players’ Injury Scheme. When you 
look at the numbers involved now - 1088 members split 682 GAA and 406 LGFA you can see how 
time consuming and difficult it can be. We have continued to maintain the same level of 
membership fees for 2023 and would ask that people register and pay as soon as possible using the 
Foireann application 

 

 
Health & Well Being  
The Health & Well Being Sub Committee was established in January 2022 as one of the subcommittee 

structures of the Club Executive. The club has been accepted in 2022 as part of the national 

programme for GAA Healthy Clubs which forms a central component of the work. However, other 

activities have been undertaken to help promote the sense of community, inclusion, and cultural 

diversity in Dunshaughlin. 

The mission of the Subcommittee is to. 

• Promote awareness on health and well-being matters and healthy resources for club 
members, including signposting appropriate services to support members who encounter 
well-being issues. 

• Ensure the club promotes and delivers social activities that promote health and inclusion for 
the benefit of the members and the wider community. 

• Promote Gaelic cultural events in the club. 

• Promote the general principles of social inclusion and cultural diversity within the club 

• Engage with the wider community networks to build social capital in the community  

• Promote a programme of social & physical activities for non-playing members of the club 

In 2022 a large number of initiatives were undertaken in this, the committee’s inaugural year. Many 
of the activities involved starting up and developing capacity and establishing networks with 
interested groups. 

Dec 2021 

• The Club registered and has been accepted on Phase 5 of the Health Clubs project which is 
part of the National GAA health initiative  

Jan – March 2022 

• The club was one of 700 GAA clubs who participated in Ireland Lights Up & “Every Step Counts” 
Irish Life Healthy Club initiative with 3 organized walks each week Jan & Feb 2022. 

• Members of the committee attended the national seminar Croke Park in March 2022 on 
Healthy Clubs and subsequently the Meath GAA Healthy Clubs, Phase 5 briefing and 
networking event in Dunganny. 

• A Grant application submission was made to Meath County Council on 25th March 2022 for a 
walking track around pitch number 1 . This grant was part of the Dept of Rural & Community 
Development Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.  

• Meath GAA Co. Board delivered a webinar on Nutritional awareness for young players, adult 
players and older members.  

 
 



 
 

12 
Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels AGM 2022 

April- June 2022 

• Health & Well Being branding developed and used on the club’s social media platforms. 

• The Club signed up to deliver the All-Stars programme which offers sporting opportunities for 
children with special needs. Training was provided by Meath Local Sports Partnership and 
Meath GAA Social Inclusion Officer. Volunteers to assist in the roll out of the programme were 
sought. 

• An initiative to promote a local Scor Programme was commenced. A school quiz for 5th & 6th 
class was hosted in the Club for the three national schools, St Seachnalls, Gaelscoil na Rithe & 
Culmullen in June.  

July – September 2022 

• In July, the Club participated in the IPB Pride of Place Awards 2022 supporting the 
Dunshaughlin Tidy Towns submission with a presentation in the Clubhouse to the 
adjudicators.  

• The Club launched its All-Stars Programme with Dunshaughlin Youths Soccer Club for Children 
with special needs to coincide with the GAA National Inclusiveness Week 23rd September. Two 
courses have been run since then up to mid-December with 20 participants in each course 
and with an increasingly growing level of interest 

Oct – Dec 2022 

• Chess Club commenced in Oct and is run weekly in the Clubhouse.  

• A survey was undertaken to seek feedback from members of the Club as to the type of 
activities and events that they would like in relation to health & well-being. This will inform 
the programme of work and hopefully assist in recruiting volunteers to help us roll out 
initiatives. 

• Subcommittee members attended the National Health & Well Being Conference Croke Park 

• Roll out of SMOKE FREE CLUB is ready to go – signage ready for Jan 2023 Launch 

• The GAA Substance Misuse Policy & the Clubs Critical Incident Response Plan has been 
finalized and ratified by the Club Executive   

 

Plans for 2023 

• Roll out Smoke Free Club for 2023 

• Continue with All Stars Programme 

• Establish a Walking Club, 125 people have already registered and expression of interest to 
participate in Ireland Lights Up Jan 12 2023 

• Support Colaiste Rioga initiative that aims to promote Dunshaughlin as an Autism Friendly 
Town 

• Increase the membership of Health and Wellbeing Subcommittee, all new members welcome  

Conclusion  
Sincere thanks to the small group of members of the Subcommittee, Eadaoin Slattery, Healthy Club 
Officer, Hannah Leahy, Irish Language Officer, Stephanie Faughnan who was the innovator and driving 
force that helped get the All-Stars Programme up and going and Colum Bracken who chaired the 
group. Special thanks also to all the volunteers and parents who helped out with the All-Stars 
programme, Caoimhe Delaney and Gaelic 4 Mothers & Others who helped with the Pride of Place 
presentation and to Barry Higgins who established the Chess Club.  
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Child Safeguarding  
Child Safeguarding is now an integral part of the safe running of all clubs. Our juvenile players will be 
our adult players of the future and we have a responsibility to provide a safe environment for them 
to enjoy our games. Thanks to everyone who participated in the Child Safeguarding courses for our 
mentors. Special thanks to Ger Reid, our Children’s Officer, who has been extremely professional 
and diligent in ensuring that all involved with Under 18 players are Garda vetted. Garda vetting is 
now a legal requirement, and it is essential that all mentors comply with this. All officers and 
members of the incoming Executive Committee should also ensure that they are Garda Vetted and 
complete a Child Safeguarding course.  

 
Congratulations  
Congratulations to Ruairi Kinsella on being voted young footballer of the year in Meath for 2022 – a 
fantastic honour for Ruairi his family and the club. Ruairi is only the third player from Dunshaughlin 
to win the award, Caoimhin King (2003) & Mathew Costello (2019). Ruairi also added Intermediate 
player of the year to his trophy cabinet and hopefully he along with our Meath U20s Conor Gray, 
John McDonagh, Aaron Murphy, Ciaran McCarrick and Fursey Blake, can continue to progress and 
push us towards more success in the coming years. 
 
Congratulations to nine Dunshaughlin players who made it onto the Hogan Stand Intermediate Team 
of the Year: Adam McDermott, Niall Byrne, Niall Murphy, Conor Gray, Ben Duggan, John McDonagh, 
Mathew Costello, Ruairi Kinsella & Luke Mitchell. 

Well done to the 5 players brought into the regional team – Tadhg Ó Dushlaine, Wes Goodwin, Sean 
O Neill, Eoin O Connor and Tommy Kinsella. 
 

Congratulations to our own Mairéad Delaney as she steps down as Meath County secretary after five 
demanding years in the role. Mairéad had a long and successful apprenticeship as secretary of St 
Martins between 1997 and 2001 followed by four years as secretary of Dunshaughlin. She spent a 
number of years as county board assistant secretary before stepping up to the main role. She was a 
trailblazer for female involvement at the highest level of the GAA, being the first female secretary of 
our club and the first female ever to hold the prestigious and demanding post of county 
secretary.We congratulate you on your service, wish you well as newly appointed Leinster Council 
delegate and hope we and other clubs in the county continue to benefit from your wise counsel and 
advice. 

Congratulations also to our club chairman Frank Gallogly who has completed a five-year stint as 
Meath referees’ co-ordinator. He has been responsible for the recruitment and training of many new 
referees while he is also responsible for the appointment of officials to all games in the county. 
Under his stewardship the Referees’ Committee ensured linesmen were appointed at all adult 
championship games. In 2022, there were 1,368 adult games in the county, all of which required a 
referee and getting them appointed was a major achievement. Comhghairdeas Frank.  

2022 was another fantastic year for Meath LGFA and once again we were honoured to be 
represented at all levels.  
 
Representing us on the Meath Senior All Ireland and Division 1 winning team was Niamh O’Sullivan 
who picked the Player of the Match award for the All Ireland Final, Niamh Gallogly and Meadhbh 
Byrne. A fabulous reception was held at the club for the girl where they spent the evening answering 
questions, signing autographs, and having photos taken with their fans. Thanks to the girls for who 
have given endless hours to visiting with various teams throughout the year.     
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Elena Kennedy represented us at Minor level, unfortunately for Meath, Kildare got the better of 
them in the Leinster Final. Elena is still eligible to compete at Minor level this year so we hope she 
will make the team and bring home the silverware in 2023. 
 
At under 16, Anna Moyles donned the green and gold reaching the Leinster final against Dublin who 
were saved by the crossbar on a couple of occasions to take the Leinster title. 
 
Our four representatives on the U14 team were Aisling O’Connor, Clair McCarrick, Katelyn Robinson, 
Niamh Summerville. The under 14 competiton is run over a blitz format, the girls won the Leinster C 
Final and took part in the U14 All Ireland Blitz.  

 
Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels Social Outings & Community Involvement 
After being unable to hold a presentation night due to Covid we held a night in Knightsbrook on 
Sunday 30th October at 7pm.  
 
The night comprised of 3 course dinner; presentation of awards followed by entertainment 
Presentations were made to:  

• Ladies Intermediate- 2020 Championship 
• Ladies Junior B- 2020 Championship 
• Ladies Division 4- 2020 League 
• Men’s Under 20 - 2021 Division 1 Championship 
• Men’s Junior Hurling – 1982 (40 years Anniversary) 
• Men’s Intermediate Hurling – 1987 (35 years Anniversary) 
• Men’s Intermediate Football – 1997 (25 years Anniversary) 

 
We also presented several individual awards to members as well as presenting our esteemed Hall of 
Fame award to a worthy recipient in Paddy Ward. 
 
Feedback on the night was universally positive and thanks to our MCs from WeareMeath – Davy 
Rispin and Mickey Brennan for their professionalism in ensuring the timetable was kept. 
 
Many thanks to the organising committee Mary O’Regan, Dave McEntee, Laura Quinn, Laura Bourke, 
Monica McEntee, Ultan Blake and Pauric McGovern and to Colum Bracken and Paddy Ward for their 
help in co-ordinating the anniversary teams and ensuring a great attendance on the night. 
 
We also helped with our Tidy Towns committee in a couple of initiatives during the year and thanks 
to the ladies’ team in particular for volunteering their time. 
 
In July, the Club participated in the IPB Pride of Place Awards 2022 supporting the Dunshaughlin Tidy 
Towns submission with a presentation in the Clubhouse to the adjudicators.  
 
In September the Harvest Festival recommenced and we assisted them with their overnight security 
and many thanks to those members who helped. As it was difficult to organise a full rota, we’ve 
agreed with the Harvest committee that in the future they will organise professional security teams.   
 

 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh siad  
No year passes without unexpected deaths of former players and bereavements affecting members 
and families involved in the club and community. We would like to offer our condolences to the 
families of Oisin Caldwell, Richie O’Brien whose deaths came as a shock to the whole community. 
Also as noted in the adult men’s report Maria Kealy passed away the day before the Leinster 
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Intermediate final. Maria was a young woman full of life and energy, who was a guiding light and 
inspiration to so many across the county and beyond. The whole club and community felt intense 
sadness at her death, and she was the youngest of a family that has been at the heart of our club for 
the past four decades. She was a gifted young woman whose natural instinct was kindness and 
generosity towards others. Ar dheis Dé go raibh said go léir.  
 

 
Communications Team and Public Relations  
Our PR and communications team continued to provide great coverage for our social media outlets, 
highlighting the club’s ups and down during the year. Many thanks to Ultan Blake and Dave Reid for 
providing such a fantastic service to the club over the last number of years and we wish them both 
well as they have decided to step down as Pros. Once again Dave provided great photo records for 
many of the games. The Communications group would like to thank team mentors for their 
cooperation and for forwarding match reports. Our lotto team with Andrew and Jim Smith being the 
main faces when it comes to live streaming the lotto draws and the 8:30 slot on Monday nights is 
now regular viewing. Thanks to Andrew who also compiles the weekly news items that are mailed to 
all involved in our Lotto. As the population of the area grows it is important, we make new arrivals 
aware of our presence and of the facilities we offer. In this context the incoming committee will 
need to prioritise a strategy for connecting with all the new people who have settled in the new 
estates. 

  
County Board  
Thanks to our delegate Jim Mitchell for representing the club at county level again. In what can be a 
frustrating role Jim has brought his own level of professionalism and negotiating skills to ensure that 
we have a voice at the top table. Indeed, we wish him well in his new role as Secretary of the CCC 
Disciplinary committee. Congratulations to the other people from our club who were appointed onto 
Meath GAA Committees: Finance Sub Committee: Mairead Delaney, Pairc Tailteann & Dunganny 
Games Committee: Chairperson Paddy O’Dwyer, Historical committee: Secretary Jim Gilligan,  

As stated already many thanks to both Frank and Mairead for all their efforts at county board level 
over the last 5 years. The club would like to wish Colm O’Rourke and his new management team the 
best of luck for the upcoming season. 

Thanks 
At last year’s AGM we did not have any nominations to succeed Jim Gilligan as secretary. People were 
obviously aware the big shoes to be filled and the incoming executive subsequently asked me to take 
the position. After careful consideration I said yes but with the strict proviso that I would need 
considerable assistance from more experienced people around the club. I thank those below but upon 
reflecting on the year I have to say I’m immensely proud of our club and everything we’ve achieved. 
On the playing fields the obvious highlight is our Intermediate County title and our subsequent 
challenge for the Leinster title which ultimately fell short by the narrowest of margins. I know the 
effort and commitment it took for all the panel and management and to see such dedication and 
enthusiasm up close on a weekly basis was a privilege. Similarly, our senior ladies’ team had a 
wonderful year reaching the county final only to be beaten by a very experienced Dunboyne and I’m 
certain we will challenge again this season. Our Men’s second team had the heartbreak of another 
narrow final loss, but they can be proud of their efforts and achievements. I was delighted to be 
present when our U12 boys won our first juvenile Div 1 title at that age group in a long time. Hopefully 
they can progress through the age grades and continue to grow as people and players. During the 
pride of place in July Eadaoin Slattery put together a fantastic booklet which highlighted all the great 
work we have done together. It’s only when it’s written down and presented that you understand the 
contribution we make to the village and community. We have over a thousand members and 240 
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actively volunteering/mentoring. Anyone who wants to see what the future holds should come down 
to the Nursery. Laura and her team have done fantastic work and if you can bear the noise, the sounds, 
and sights of 140 plus u7s active and having fun will definitely lift your spirits. Our new governance 
structure has been a great success and thanks to all those people involved on the sub-committees, 
but I’d like to highlight one initiative. The Club launched its All-Stars Programme with Dunshaughlin 
Youths Soccer Club for Children with special needs to coincide with the GAA National Inclusiveness 
Week 23rd September. Two courses have been run since then up to mid-December with 20 participants 
in each course and with an increasingly growing level of interest. Many thanks to the Health and Well 
Being committee for initiating this and the response from the community has been fantastic 
Thanks to Alan O’Dwyer for his dedicated and efficient work as secretary of the juvenile section. As 
this report shows 2022 was a very successful year for Royal Gaels and our thanks to Brian Hartigan 
and Robert Kennedy as chairpersons and the secretary Mary O Regan whose work ensures that the 
club remains among the top few in the county. Thanks to Frank our Chair for all his hard work and 
support this year. Despite the onerous job and his work as Referee’s co-ordinator his desire for the 
club to improve is very evident. Thanks to Pauric McGovern for stepping in as Treasurer and being 
such a good influence on the executive. I could not have done the job as Secretary this year without 
the support and wise counsel of Mairéad Delaney who is always on call to answer questions or 
queries on any GAA related issue. Past chairmen Jim Smith, Colum Bracken and Paddy Dwyer 
provided me with a sympathetic ear and sage advice when called upon and also to Jim Gilligan for 
his help on match days in particular but also as a voice of reason. Finally, thanks to all our officers, 
coaches, mentors, FLOs and selectors who give of their time voluntarily to provide Gaelic Games for 
our young and adult players, from our Nursery section through to our adult men’s and women’s 
teams. It is a real team effort.  

 
Deagláin ÓBanáin Runaí 
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Appendix 
 
Corn Na Boinne 
 

4th Feb 2022 Dunshaughlin 3-7  Walterstown 5-9 

12th Feb 2022 Longwood 0-4 Dunshaughlin 1-18 

 
No game v Kilmainham due to weather – fixture cancelled as Walterstown had won their 3 games 

 
A League Div 1B 

4th Mar 2022 Oldcastle 0-9  Dunshaughlin 1-13 

19th Mar 2022 Dunshaughlin 2-11 Moynalvey 0-9 

3rd April 2022 Walterstown 2-7 Dunshaughlin 3-9 

19th April 2022 Dunshaughlin 1-12 Seneschalstown 3-9 

26th April 2022 Trim 3-10 Dunshaughlin 0-13 

3rd May 2022 Dunshaughlin 4-11 Duleek/Bellewstown 0-13 

17th May 2022 Dunshaughlin 4-14 Rathkenny 1-7 

31st May 2022 Dunderry 0-6 Dunshaughlin 1-9 

14th June 2022 Dunshaughlin 3-18 Curraha 0-11 

 

Dunshaughlin 2-11 (17)  Trim 1-15 (18) Final June 25th:     

 
 

A Football League Division 1B 

Pos. Team P W L D F A Pts 

1 Trim 9 9 0 0 169 90 18 

2 Dunshaughlin GAA 9 7 2 0 167 108 14 

3 Dunderry 9 5 3 1 113 113 11 

4 Oldcastle 9 4 4 1 139 125 9 

5 Seneschalstown 
GFC 

9 4 4 1 154 150 9 

6 Moynalvey 9 3 5 1 118 122 7 

7 Duleek-
Bellewstown 

9 3 5 1 126 143 7 

8 Rathkenny  9 3 5 1 104 132 7 

9 Curraha 9 1 6 2 90 129 4 

10 Walterstown 9 2 7 0 105 173 4 

 
 
 

 

 

 

https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=2100
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1475
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1465
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1842
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1932
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1932
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1793
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1463
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1463
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1886
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1406
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=2121
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6th Mar 2022 Dunshaughlin 2-9  Clann na Gael 1-4 

20th Mar 2022 Dunsany 2-8 Dunshaughlin 2-9 

2nd April 2022 Dunshaughlin 2-6 Kilmainham 1-15 

20th April 2022 Dunboyne 4-10 Dunshaughlin 4-14 

26th April 2022 Dunshaughlin 2-10 Ballinlough 1-8 

3rd May 2022 Longwood 1-16 Dunshaughlin 2-7 

17th May 2022 DunDonoghmore/Ashbourne 2-2 Dunshaughlin 1-5 

 

Dunshaughlin 1-13 Kilmainham 1-14 Final (After Extra time): (Game 8)    

 

A Football League Division 2B 

Pos. Team P W L D F A Pts 

1 Kilmainham 7 5 0 2 125 87 12 

2 Dunshaughlin GAA 7 4 2 1 105 99 9 

3 Donaghmore 7 4 2 1 94 89 9 

4 Dunsany  7 3 2 2 98 94 8 

5 Clann na nGael 7 3 3 1 93 103 7 

6 Ballinlough 7 3 4 0 92 95 6 

7 St Peter's, Dunboyne  7 1 5 1 97 106 3 

8 Longwood 7 1 6 0 87 118 2 

 

Premier Football Championship - Division 6 

Pos. Team P W L D F A Pts 

1 Ballinlough 7 6 1 0 122 82 12 

2 Meath Hill 7 5 2 0 94 64 10 

3 Ratoath 7 5 2 0 113 65 10 

4 Bective 7 4 3 0 88 79 8 

5 Summerhill 7 4 3 0 82 87 8 

6 Dunshaughlin GAA  7 3 4 0 75 110 6 

7 St Paul's 7 1 6 0 50 137 2 

8 St Peter's, 

Dunboyne 

7 0 7 0 0 0 0 

 

 

 

 

 

https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1658
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1475
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1426
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1474
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1323
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1151
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=2000
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1728
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1151
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1749
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1891
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1211
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=2063
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1475
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=1999
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=2000
https://meath.gaa.ie/fixtures-results/?clubID=2000
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Juvenile Reports 

Nursery 

2022 was an amazing year for Dunshaughlin and Royal Gaels Nursery, our numbers grew immensely 

with plenty of new families joining the GAA community in the village. Our mentor team worked 

amazingly to train the boys and girls and kept them well entertained with skill drills and fun games 

alike. We worked closely with the U7 coaches to ensure our squad was well prepared for moving to 

their next stage within the club. Our sponsorship panel pulled together to get the entire squad new 

training jerseys and We ended our season with a fun day in the park where each of our members got 

a medal and cert for completing the year. All in all, it was a fantastic year for Nursery and we can't 

wait to get back out on the pitch in 2023 to welcome more new members and progress the squad 

even more. 

U7  
Our u7 boys started their season back in March and played right through until November. We had 
over 35 boys play and train with us this year and we hope to see them all back again next year. The 
boys did great, and they all improved their skills throughout the season. We played many games in 
the GoGames competition against Dunboyne, Ratoath, Donaghmore Ashbourne, Trim, Simonstown, 
Navan O'Mahonys and St Colmcilles.  
 
The emphasis this year was all about enjoyment, participation and improvement and the boys did 
fantastic all year.  
 
Mentors: Niall Murphy, Paudie Herlihy, Denis Kealy, Mark Gleeson and Paul Gilsenan. 
 
U8 
Under 8s had a fantastic year. Training starting on the 5th of March and the boys enthusiasm was 
clear to see throughout the year. Their skilll levels and teamwork developed and improved week on 
week and we competed particularly well in Go Games which ran from May through to October.  
 
We were also invited to partake in two blitzes in St Patricks Donabate and Naomh Barrog which 
were a brilliant and novel experience for all the boys. 
 
We were able to finish the year with a party in the clubhouse and the boys were thrilled when Niall 
Murphy arrived with the Mattie McDonnell Cup and presented the boys with medals. Many thanks 
Niall. 
 
Thanks also to the Young Whistlers, Juvenile Secretary and Ger Reid for facilitating the booking of 
pitches for matches and training 
 
Coaches/Mentors - Fearghal Gogan, Niall Kelly, Peter Kenefick, Tomas McWeeney,  Damian  O'Brien, 
Martin Reilly 
 
U9 
 The U9’s boys team commenced training on Thursday 3rd March. We played 14 Go games matches 
over the season, starting on 2nd April away to Seneschalstown. 
Numbers were good and we had on average 24 players and 3 teams for every fixture. The lads’ skills 
levels were good and their tackling also improved as the games 
went on during year. Their enthusiasm & commitment was heartening, and numbers were high for 
training as well as the matches. 
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We competed well in all the matches and every player had clearly improved by the end of season, 
when we played Dunboyne away on 22nd October. 
We had an end of year blitz on Saturday 12th November in our own pitches, culminating with lads 
having pizzas and goodies up in the clubhouse afterwards. 
Thanks to all the young whistlers, juvenile club secretary, pitch organiser Ger Reid, and my fellow 
mentors for all their help during year. 
  
The u9 mentors were a Simon Farrell, Pat Sheridan, Des Keane, Seamus Hegarty, Denis Kealy and 
Mandy Griffin 
 

U10 

The u10 boys football team are progressing nicely in their division and competed very strongly in 

every game. We easily fielded two 9-aside teams every week with training numbers a consistent 

24/25 from a panel of 30. During the season we played against St.Colmcilles, Dunboyne, Ratoath, 

Donaghmore/Ashbourne and Trim competing brilliantly in every match.  

The pitch schedule was well organised, and we appreciate the extra footballs and equipment from 

the club as this will greatly enhance the smooth running of our sessions. 

The boys have progressed massively from their first practice of the season and improved in every 

facet of the game. The consistent numbers at every training session is a testament of how much the 

boys are enjoying their football.  

The highlight of the year was the boy’s involvement in the u10 Kilmacud Crokes tournament with 

great displays in the group stages against Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow opposition seen the lads reach 

the final of the competition. The Black and Amber Camp led by Graham Dowd and the u10 mentors 

in August was also a great success for the club.  

Going forward we hope to get a couple of more parents involved in mentoring at this age group and 

get them vetted and appropriately certified.  

Overall, this has been a successful and enjoyable session for the u10 boys.  

Mentors: Ed O Donoghue, Paul Bohan, Graham Dowd, Johnny O Connor, Donnacha Kelleher & Owen 

McGrath 

 

U11 
We had a good long season of training and matches, both always well attended by the boys. We 
fielded two teams for almost every fixture. The boys absolutely love playing their matches.  
 
In the early part of the year, we focused on some of the core skills again. The lads were competitive 
in all games except two or three this season. As the season and training progressed, we worked a lot 
more on our positioning and supporting play. Their progression was evident by the end of the 
season. Three of the Coaches (Derek, Padraig, and John) completed their Award 1 Coaching 
Qualification. 
 
We’ve been well matched with the teams in our group numbers wise this year. The lads are always 
positively supported by their parents. The only negative for the season would be the lack of young 
whistlers available. 
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We had Approx 20 – 25 players for matches and training. Our panel size should increase to 28 next 
year as we have got two extra players at the end of this seasons. 
Mentors: Padraig Herlihy, Ronan O’Dwyer , Derek Cribbin, Brian Hartigan & John Roche 
 
U12 

Results Summary:  

The boys had a positive year winning the U12 Roinn A Spring / Summer championship in July 2022.  

They were narrowly beaten in the semi-final of the Roinn A Autumn league. 

We also competed in and got to the final of the Templeogue Synge Street tournament playing matches 

against Cavan Gaels, Bishopstown, Corofin, St. Brigids and St. Lomans. 

Training & Development for the 2022 season. 

We had 33 training sessions & 15 matches starting on Feb 24th running up to Oct . This is keeping 

roughly with the 2:1 ratio of games to matches as recommended at the Award 1 Youth / Adult coaching 

course. 

All three U12 Coaches completed the Award 1 (Young Adult) coaching qualification held in 

Walterstown GFC.  We found this course to be extremely beneficial and applied much of the learnings 

to a training program this year. This included using small side games (SSG) to develop player skills and 

improve game play 

Overall, our group has been comfortable against most teams in the Roinn A series.  We lost matches 

to Simonstown (1 time) & Dunboyne (3 times) but beat both teams in Roinn A semi-final and final 

(Summer Championship). We learned a lot from competing in Roinn A and this helped develop our 

stronger players and mid-range ability players. We have a panel of 19 players and every player got 

game-time in every match that we played. Good integration of with some of the players from the U11 

panel. Vital as our numbers are low. Parent feedback appears to remain largely positive on the team 

/ group environment.  

Match Reports with associated photos are working well and parents really enjoy the reports with 

photos after matches. One of the parents is taking 100 - 120 photos per match. (He has been Garda 

Vetted for the club). 

We are looking forward to 2023 and working on the ongoing development of more technical skills 

such as blocking down, tackling, high fielding and shooting accuracy. Also, to keep finding new ways 

to keep the environment current, interesting and fresh for the players. Establish a system of play that 

is within the capability range of our players e.g., running vs. kicking vs. possession games.  We will 

work towards having the players are making better decisions on the pitch without being instructed by 

the coaches. 

Mentors: Alan Quirke, Enda McNally, Mick McCarthy  

U13 
A huge thank you to all the parents and sponsors that have supported us throughout the year. 
  
The attitude and discipline of the boys has been outstanding throughout. As a mentor’s group, we 
believe all the boys have developed this year, which is our number one focus at this stage. Their 
ability to pick up advanced activities in training and implement them in match play has been very 
impressive and bodes well for the future.  
  



 
 

22 
Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels AGM 2022 

We were slightly reluctant to go Division 1 this year, but we held our own in both rounds, winning 
some good competitive matches and reaching the semi-finals in the first round. 
  
Next year presents new challenges as they move up to U15 grade with full pitch and standard rules 
in play. We have no doubt they’ll push on and do us all proud. 
 
Mentors: Brian Wall, Neil Young and David Summerville 
 

U15 

Our U15 boys enjoyed a superb season, they are comprised of boys born in 2007 and 2008. Trevor 

Lynch took over as manager with Dessie Keane, Bel O’Connor and Fergus Clancy remaining from 

previous management. Aiden Kealy was a very welcomed addition to the management group as was 

Martina Carroll who came on board as Medic/Physio. Lennan McCormack captained the team for 

the League final and throughout the championship. 

We were placed in division 3 for the league and began our campaign with a home win over Na 

Fianna. Further victories against Killary Emmett’s, Ballivor and Rathkenny secured a semifinal spot v 

Wolfe Tones. Tones had beaten us in Dunshaughlin by 12 points in the group stage, so a tough game 

was expected. The team produced a splendid performance in Kilberry to see off the home side and 

set up a league final versus Bective. 

The final was played in Pairc Tailteann, and it was the first time a few of our players had played 

there. The nerves were very evident in the first half but after a constructive half time discussion the 

lads produced a much improved second half. After working their way back into the game, they were 

leading by 2 points going into added time. A late Bective goal was tough to take but after the pain of 

defeat eased, they realized that they could compete at a higher level. 

We were placed in Division 2 for the championship where we came up against many teams who 

were solely 2007 players. However, Dunshaughlin took the higher division in their stride and finished 

top of the table, winning 6 out of 7 games. The championship opened with a home win v Gael 

Colmcilles, followed by wins against St Colmcilles and Wolfe Tones. Our sole defeat in league phase 

was at home to Walterstown. However, the lads recovered quickly and followed up with very 

impressive wins over Skryne, Bective and Oldcastle. 

We drew Walterstown in the semifinal and unfortunately had our worst game of the season. 

Nothing went right for the lads, but they battled to the end and never gave up. 

This group have come from the bottom of division 3 to the top of division 2 in 8 months which is an 

unbelievable achievement for all involved. They are a very dedicated and talented bunch of young 

men who really stood up this year. Their attitude in training and games was top class and they took 

on board any instruction given.  

To all the parents, we know getting to training and games brings pressure to every house so thanks 

for all the support and dedication during the season. 

Finally, many thanks to all the management team for their dedication, professionalism and support 

all year. 

Minors 

The minor squad for 2022 was made up of boys born 2005 & 2006. We started back training at the 

end of January on the astro pitch. The first competition of the year started in March; it was a minor 

tournament which was used as a grading competition. We played 4 games in this and ended up in a 
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semi final which we lost to Walterstown. We then played in the minor league where we were graded 

in Div 2. This was a strong division and while the effort, commitment and work rate from the squad 

was good but ultimately, we found it tough going. The league took a break in June for the state 

exams, and we entered a team in a 7 a side competition which took us over to St. Colmcilles where 

we played four games and won all four. This put us into the semi-finals which were played at home 

the following week, where we were narrowly beaten by eventual winners Oldcastle. The league 

resumed and we played our last couple of rounds where we won one and lost one. We had two lads 

playing with county minor squads coupled with injuries to a few of the older lads didn’t help our 

cause during the league but credit to everyone they put their heads down and put in huge effort 

throughout. 

We then turned our attention to the championship which started in August, and we were graded in 

Div 3 along with Kilbride, St. Marys & Dunderry. An opening 1st round defeat to eventual Div 3 

champions Kilbride after a really good performance left us needing to win the remaining two games 

to qualify for the semi-final. There was a delay of five weeks to the next round because of an 

investigation into the 1st round game between St. Marys & Dunderry, we then played St. Marys at 

home and beat them to set up a knockout game with Dunderry to see who went through to the 

semi. This game was a hard-fought encounter and was very tight throughout and the lads battled 

bravely but the concession of two goals in the 2nd half made it very difficult for us and for most of 

the last quarter we were chasing this game, time eventually ran out and Dunderry took the semi-

final spot. 

 There was disappointment in the dressing room afterwards, but this group can be immensely proud 

of the effort they put in and the way they represented the club. The younger lads in the squad 

(2006’s) will benefit from the experience as the older lads’ progress into adult football at an exciting 

time in the club. 

Congratulations to Malik Ryan and Fiach Hartigan on representing the club at county level 

The year was very enjoyable and on behalf of Tommy Johnson, Shane Byrne, and Alan O Dwyer we 

want to thank this group for their commitment through the year and wish them all the best. Thanks 

to Kealy Construction our team sponsor and to the ground staff who look after pitches and have 

them in top class condition for our games.  
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Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels Ladies  

Tuaraisc an Rúnaí 

Thankfully after two years of various degrees of lockdown, 2022 saw the return to normality for our 

training and games. The split season for adult football, meant that those involved on county panels 

at both football and camogie, could concentrate on their county training and games and it allowed 

the League competitions to proceed without county players, giving club players more certainty 

around the schedule of games.  

The Minor competition from 2021 ran over into Spring ’22. With our girls progressing to the final, it 

meant that this group of girls and mentors didn’t get much of a break at all, no sooner was the minor 

competition over than the U17 competition began and girls either dropped back to u17 or trained 

with the adult team.  

Sponsorship 

Our club could not survive without the generosity of our sponsors, this year our girls were lucky to 

have the support of the following sponsors whom we would like to thank sincerely. 

Minnis Developments ltd., Dynamo Tyres, Moston, HotShot Coffee, Breifne Plastering,   

Peter Brophy, Kealy Construction, CPac, Tomás McWeeney, Naoise Blake Training Development, 

APQ Associates, Rose Sorohan, Bord na Mona, Keamc Construction, Ronan Collier, Newlands Home 

& Garden Centre, Fresh Today and Eamon Dunne 

 

LIDL Promotion 

Once again, thanks to the generous support of the shopping public in Dunshaughlin & surrounding 

areas, we qualified for a set of jerseys from LIDL as part of their Level the Playing Field promotion.  

Team Reports 

Adult Ladies Teams 

After a COVID disrupted year in 2021, ladies’ football in Meath finally got back to some normality 

with a full club year planned for everyone to look forward to. After a successful league and 

championship run in 2021, both the Senior and Junior A ladies teams set out ambitious goals for the 

year ahead. 

Following the return to training in January 2022, both teams looked towards the start of the league 
campaign in March, where strong tests would await them in Division 1 and 4 respectively. Our Div 1 
team would start with a deserved win at home to Donaghmore / Ashbourne, before falling short to 
Dunboyne in round 2. This would turn out to be the Div 1 team’s only loss in their league quest for 
silverware. Comprehensive wins against Seneschalstown, St. Michaels and Simonstown, would see 
Royal Gaels top the group with one game to go against Oldcastle. With results going against Royal 
Gaels, only a win would see them guarantee a final sport in Div 1. At half time, and 10 points down 
against a strong Oldcastle team, a miraculous recovery would see the girls reach their first ever Div 1 
final. There they would overcome the reigning champions Oldcastle, to make history and bag their 
first Div 1 league title. 

Unfortunately, after a successful league campaign in 2021, the Div 4 team would have a slow start to 
2022 due to injuries. With a couple of losses to start, the girls would start to get into their stride with 
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wins over Trim, Moylagh but would ultimately come up short with losses to Moynalvey and Blackhall 
Gaels. The Div 4 team would see debuts for many girls to adult football, and really showed the 
quality which is on the way up. 

With the league done for another year, all roads led to the big ones. Senior and Junior A 
championship. The first time Royal Gaels would be represented in the first and third tier of ladies’ 
football at the same time. Both teams would be drawn in very difficult groups, but the goal was to 
reach the knockout stages. The Senior ladies kicked off their championship with an excellent display 
away to the 2021 finalists Seneschalstown to take the 3 points. After a very testing game in Round 2 
against Simonstown, the Senior ladies would top their group with 3 wins from 3, finishing with 
Donaghmore / Ashbourne. The Junior A ladies were tasked with also taking on the previous year’s 
finalists in Junior A, and pushed St Patricks all the way, but fell short in a tough game. A dominant 
win against Dunsany would guarantee Junior A status and knockout football. Moynalvey would inflict 
a 2nd group defeat to Royal Gaels in Junior A. The Junior A team would play their final game of the 
year in a quarter final against Walterstown. In what was an excellent game to watch, Royal Gaels 
would be defeated by a late flurry from a strong Walterstown team. 

Attention turned to Seneschalstown once again and another semifinal in Senior. In what would be 
one of the best displays of the year, Royal Gaels dispatched Seneschalstown with an 11-point win to 
set up a mouthwatering final with 2 in a row winners, Dunboyne. In what would be another first for 
Royal Gaels, they threw everything at Dunboyne in the senior final. Unfortunately, it was not to be 
our day, but the players did themselves and the club extremely proud in front of a huge attendance 
at Ratoath. An exceptional year for ladies’ football in Royal Gaels, and one that leads to great 
excitement for the future. 

We would like to congratulate Laura and Jimmy, and Orlagh and Stephen on their marriages this 
year and wish them all the best in the future. 

We also want to wish Kelly O’ Dwyer and Molly O’ Connor a speedy recovery after their surgeries. 
We look forward to seeing both players back in black and amber in 2023. 

Many thanks to Minnis Developments who kindly sponsored our ladies’ team.  

Management team: Shane Farrelly, Irene Munnelly, Ger Doherty, Ellie Lane, Brian Williams, Stats: 
Dave McEntee. FLOs Rose Sorohan & Mary O’Regan Physio Keith Matthews.  

Minor 

The season training commenced mid-June. The girls were provided with an anonymous survey as key 

emphasis was to put the girls in charge of their own season. All the results were compiled and used 

to determine the plan of action ahead of the season. The girls expressed their feedback, and some 

common themes were determined: a want to win and progress on a personal level whilst achieving 

their own goals. This allowed us to structure trainings / drills and review sessions around the takings 

from the survey.  We had a meet the parents’ night where it was highlighted the aims and objectives 

that lay ahead for the up-and-coming season and discussed the player pathway and some key 

considerations specific to the age group. The girls were provided with a booklet focusing on various 

aspects we aimed to achieve ahead of the season i.e., areas that the girls would focus & develop on, 

examples of which were attacking and defending principles, player mindset and decision making.   

 The season commenced with an 8-week programme focusing on the girls conditioning. The sessions 

were taken by club GPO Stephen Dawson and assisted by our own club coaching officer Stephen 

Clare, the programme was aimed Athletic Development giving the girls a good foundation of 
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strength and conditioning ahead of their season.  Other areas touched on were the girl’s nutrition, 

fuelling for training and match day along with tips on recovering and de-loading days. We placed an 

emphasis on preparation ahead of the season along with reflection sessions whereby girls were 

given opportunities to discuss and do game reviews.  We were in a very fortunate position where we 

had our games recorded and stats made available at the matches, with ‘live feedback’ readily 

available to the girls at half time and full time along with touching on same post-match review 

sessions. 

With a slight delay to the start of the season with same only commencing in late October due to the 

Ladies football cross over. The team was captained by Niamh McEntee saw a panel extend to 28 

players with a handful injured however remained tight knit with the few attending training sessions 

and matches for moral support. The opening match got off to a flying start and saw the minor girls 

nab a victory against St Pats on home soil on a wet and miserable night. The game was a showcase 

of their hard work and preparation they put into training ahead of the competition.  (Royal Gaels 

3.15 to Pats 4.04) 

Next round was against  Trim away, the girls had a score to settle with the Red and White side after 

their loss to the same group in last year previous minor competition, with the scoring being tit for tat 

throughout and although the girls pulled out all the stops against a very experienced Trim side and 

utilised a widespread of the panel to keep injecting pace into the game, it was not to be as the game 

resulted in a narrow defeat in the end with only 2 kicks of the ball separating the sides. The girls’ 

mantra was you win or you learn and certainly took lessons from the game which they were to instil 

in their up and coming game. (Trim 6.09 versus Royal Gaels 4.09) 

The third round was against Senchalstown away on a very windy night. The girls made full advantage 

of the wind in the first half to give them an impressive scoring cushion ahead of the wind for the 

second half. The game saw a host of players on the score board and lots of running clocked up on 

the pitch. ( Senchalstown 2.06 versus Royal Gaels 6.11). 

After their 3 opening games the Royal Gals minor ladies sat in second place on the table, meaning 

the girls progressed onto the semifinal stages. They we set to play Navan O Mahonys, which 

undoubtedly were a strong side on their home soil, in Paddy O’Brien Park.  The teams were only 5 

points apart at half time & certainly had all to play for in the second half and the final 30 minutes 

was set to be a thrilling half. The girls can only be described as playing out of their skin and gave 

100% right up until the final whistle at Brews Hill. Unfortunately, the game didn’t result in a win but 

was a super display of football none the less and a thoroughly enjoyable game for spectators. The 

girls did their club extremely proud and gave the home team tough competition in order earn their 

place in the Minor Division 1 final fixture. (Navan O Mahonys 3.12 versus Royal Gaels 2.06) 

The girls finished of their year with a gathering and pizzas in the clubhouse and all players have set 

their sights on their respective up and coming fixtures in 2023, noting 3 girls put forward on for 

minor Meath Trials and 2 on the provisional panel for winter training. The girls and management 

express their thanks to Shirley O ‘Connor and Cpac (Cabin Pac) for sponsoring the girls with training 

tops.   

Mentors: Laura Bourke, Laura Quinn, Stephen Clare, Ger Reid FLO, stats: Dave McEntee and Robert 

Kennedy 
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U17 Div 1  
The u17 was introduced in Spring 2022 and saw 2005 /2006 girls have any extra opportunity to play 
another season after the closing minor season in January. We had 2 teams representing the u17 age 
in 2 separate divisions. 

In the main the 2005 girls played in division 1 and saw 19 girls represent the division 1 team. As u17 
was a bonus competition the girls key focus was game time across the board, with a condensed 
panel we were able to facilitate this objective, as covid breaks were still in place, rotation on 15-
minute basis were put into force in all games. The team was captained by Grace Mulvany and 
assisted by Emily Manek as Vice Captain 

The opening game was against Ashbourne, in early March, resulting in a defeat, Donaghmore 
Ashbourne 9.07 versus Royal Gaels 1.09, we were unfortunate with some illnesses, but girls were 
determined to bounce back for their second game on the table against Skryne. A stronger 
performance only resulted in a narrow loss, but girls were gaining more and more momentum as 
they played. (Royal Gaels 3.13 versus Skryne 5.16). The girls saw each game as a learning 
opportunity and keen to improve on their previous performances they were set to play Kilbride in 
the third round. The girls came up trumps and got their first win of the u17 season under their belts. 
(Kilbride 3.08 versus Royal Gaels 3.12). The fourth game the girls were put to the test against Navan 
O Mahonys and it just wasn’t their day, the result certainly didn’t reflect the fine display of football 
and Navan kindly complemented them as a strong unit as the game was down the wire with the last 
kick of the game awarding Navan with the 1 point win. (Royal Gaels 5.07 versus Navan O Mahonys 
3.14) . The girls were still in high spirits progressing onto their 5th game away to Walterstown which 
was a super exhibition of football with teams being neck and neck throughout the 60 mins. The girls 
left with a win in a high scoring game of 6.05 Walterstown versus Royal Gaels 8.10. 

With the aim of equal game time across the panel and focusing on playing in their preferred pitch 
positions achieved, the league may have not resulted in a win on the table but a series of personal 
wins for the girls with enjoyment a key factor. The girls ended their year with a friendly versus 
Ratoath home to close out the year which added to a positive on bring the season to an end. This 
group were represented by Cara Brophy and Claire McDonagh at the u17 development squads 
where the girls were exposed to alternative training techniques in an inter county setting and an 
opportunity to focus and develop their talents. Molly O’Connor and Elena Kennedy also represented 
Meath Minors panel. Anna Moyles and Keva Mc Tigue also represented u16 Meath squads. 
Furthermore, the girls were delighted to be supported by Newlands Garden Centre, Anthony Walsh 
Painting and Decorating, Cabin Pac and Royal Electrical Services with a host of gear given to them 
prior the commencement of their u17 competition. 

Mentors Laura Bourke & Ger Reid 

U17 Division 6 
Despite some inclement weather and a couple of false starts, training commenced in early February. 
We had a small but hugely committed group of U17’s who were aided and abetted by some of our 
U15’s playing up throughout the league. The league began with a home defeat against Moylagh in 
early March but was followed up with a great team performance in our second game versus Trim. 
Having got the taste of victory, the girls put in two excellent performances against Duleek 
Bellewstown and St. Colmcilles. Our final group game saw the girls produce some fantastic football 
to defeat Donaghmore Ashbourne to reach a semifinal. Once again Duleek Bellewstown were the 
opposition for the semifinal and the girls put up a determined display to win their place in the final, 
where Moylagh would be the opposition. 
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The girls travelled to north Meath at the end of May to face Moylagh (and half the parish!) on their 
home pitch in the final. Our girls were not fazed one bit. In a game where there were a couple of 
fortuituous goals on either side, the girls were in scintillating form producing some brilliant football 
en route to a comfortable victory. 

Throughout the campaign every one of the girls were committed, courageous and most importantly 
great craic! They thoroughly deserved their victory! 

Mentors; Alan Duffy, Teresa & George Ennis, FLOs Rose Sorohan and Karen McCool 

U16 Division 2  

A superb group of girls made up the u16 div 2 Royal Gaels team for their Autumn league. The 

immensely talented bunch of girls kept their new management team scratching their heads to pick a 

team for games. They are an extremely versatile bunch of athletes as demonstrated by the many 

players who played out of position throughout the season but gained huge success even with the 

adjustments. The girls began football training in August with both u16s teams training together. The 

team had a quick turnaround with the start of the season coming thick and fast. The first game vs 

Summerhill away had mentors nervous due to the short period of training sessions but the 8 weeks 

strength and conditioning session with Stephen Claire and Stephen Dawson meant the players were 

in great shape. The team began with a strong performance, brushed off the cobwebs and won well 

in the end. 

The girls continued their league campaign with impressive performances week on week, showing 

their talents and racking up huge score lines. The team’s motto for the year, given by coach Daniel 

Quinn, was “player in the best position” and this was clear in their superb link up play, support on 

and off the ball, selfless runs and professional scores. The team finished top of the league and 

completely unbeaten. 

In a nail-biting semifinal vs Simonstown, the girls won by a kick of the ball. Their calm heads and 

positive attitude allowed the girls to keep possession at the end of the game and see themselves 

through to a county final. 

The girls trained hard in the lead up to the final which was dragged out due to Skyrne ladies 

progressing into the ladies intermediate Leinster competition. This didn’t falter our u16s and they 

were focussed and determined. The wait also allowed one of our players who had suffered a 

concussion in the semifinal, come back to full strength for the final.  

Halloween was now deemed county final day. The team had been rocked with a few teammates 

missing due to holidays and nerves were high for players and management. The 2nd u16s had won 

their final the day before so the girls were hoping to make it back-to-back wins for Royal Gaels.  

An exciting and close start to the final led to a great spectator’s game. Leaders stepped up all over 

the pitch and the girls showed their talents in spades, keeping the score line ticking over and pulling 

away from their neighbouring opponents. A strong defensive unit kept key players at bay and the 

fitness of this talented bunch of players took them over the line. Captain of the day, Sarah Duffy, 

accepted the trophy on behalf of the team. 

The future is bright for this impressive group of girls. They will be huge additions to the ladies’ team 

in the coming years and no doubt there will be more success in their footballing careers. 
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A huge thank you to all the parents, family members, friends and members of the parish who 

supported these girls throughout their season. 

Mentors: Laura Quinn, Daniel Quinn, Trevor Lynch FLO: Maria McTigue 

U 16 Division 6 
Our new season saw the girls being graded on ability and not age and this gave the opportunity for 
them to play with some new faces and after a few training sessions under their belts we started our 
Under 16 division 6 campaign with a home game to Trim under lights. The girls started well but only 
led by a single point at half time, the score board showing 1.04 to 1.03, and with a much-improved 
2nd half performance this saw the girls build a comfortable 3.11 to 1.07 lead with 8 minutes to go, 2 
late goals from Trim made for a very nervous finish but the girls held on for a 3.11 to 3.07 victory. 

On the 28th Aug we travelled to St Pat’s Stamullen for our 2nd round game, unfortunately an injury 
in the warm up led one of our girls having to sit this one out, and despite dominating in the 1st half 
the girls only held a 3 point lead of 1.06 to 2 goals, the girls completely dominated the 2nd half and 
ran out winners on a score line on 3.12 to 4.01 

For our 3rd game we travelled to Navan O’Mahony’s on the 4th Sept and playing against a strong 
wind the girls settled into the game early on and led by 2.05 to 1.06 at half time and with the 
elements behind them in the 2nd half the girls really turned the screw to win by 5.15 to 2.06 

On Friday the 9th Sept, St Colmcilles arrived to play us under lights on a night where there was a 
great buzz around the club, as our 3 senior county ladies had a meet and greet with excited kids and 
adults within the club. The girl’s fitness was beginning to show at this stage with the extra “no ball 
work” training sessions and playing against the wind in the 1st half the girls led by 1.06 to .05 points 
at half time, and despite numerous changes in the 2nd half they held their opponents to 3 points 
while adding on another 1 goal and 5 points to help the girls win by 2.14 to .08 points 

On the 25th of Sept we were due to travel to our close neighbour’s Ratoath for our last round game, 
but unfortunately Ratoath could not field a team and despite preferring to play the game at a later 
stage, we were awarded the points and therefore gained top spot in the group and thus home 
advantage in the semi-final. 

After a 6 week break from competitive football and on a glorious but breezy Saturday afternoon on 
the 22nd of Oct, we welcomed St. Colmcilles to our grounds for our long awaited semi-final and 
although playing into a strong wind the girls led by 2.04 to 1.02 at half time, and with the elements 
behind them in the 2nd half the girls held their opponents to .01 point while adding on a magnificent 
6.10 themselves, while showing lovely team work and movement on the ball to run out 8.16 to 1.03 
winners and guaranteeing their rightful spot in the final 

The Final had arrived, and on a wet and wind-swept bank holiday Sunday 30th Oct, the black and 
amber army travelled to Carlanstown to meet Trim who had given us our toughest game in the 
group stages, so we knew we were in for another tough competitive game. Having lost the toss we 
were playing into the wind in the 1st half but despite this the girls put in a great shift and trailed by 
3.02 to 3.07 at half time and this was the 1st time in the whole campaign that the girls found 
themselves behind at the interval. With the wind and the heavy rain at their backs in the 2nd half 
the girls started narrowing down the lead, meanwhile at the other end Trim kept the scoreboard 
ticking over, which meant, despite great efforts for them girls they couldn’t quite reel Trim in and 
trailed by 2 points with 5 minutes to go and in true Royal Gaels style they dug deep and rattled in 2 
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goals and 2 points with minutes to go while keeping their opponents scoreless for an unbelievable 
pulsating finish to a great match by both teams on a score line of 6.12 to 4.12. 

Footnote: 

We would like to thank the girls for their commitment at training throughout the year, while making 
sure fun was always had. We would also like to thank the parents of the Under 14’s who allowed 
their daughters to play up and support the under 16 team 

Special thanks also goes to Mervyn Ennis of Breifne Plastering for the sponsorship of the girls 
training tops 

Mentors & FLO’s : George and Teresa Ennis, Karen McCool FLO and when Karen was unavailable 
Cora Salmon and Rose Sorohan would gladly step into the breach 

U15 Division 1 

First full year back from Covid and the start back into a season in mid-March for this talented group of 

players. Straight into a Division 1 group with all the Meath heavyweight clubs, St Colmcille’s, Ratoath, 

Dunboyne, St Pats, Oldcastle & Gael Colmcilles. First games up resulted in strong wins against Gael 

Colmcilles and St Pats, followed by a very high scoring tense game against Ratoath with the girls only 

pulling away for a win in the last few minutes. Throughout the season the focus was on skills and 

tactical variations on positional play with the team consisting of 15 girls of the age supported ably by 

three U13 Div. 1 players throughout the league and two other talented players from the U13 Div. 6 

team who also covered holidays during the season. The next game up was away to St Colmcilles who 

put up a great performance to beat Royal Gaels which provided good learning for the team at this 

stage of the league. The final game to determine the semifinal placing was against Dunboyne and the 

team came away with a convincing 8-point win to top the group.  

The Semi Final was against the only team to beat them in the league (St. Colmcilles) so far and it turned 

into classic with the girls overturning the league loss of 7 points into a winning result of +3 seeing them 

through to another final, the seventh final in a row for this group of players. Here, they came up against 

Dunboyne away and faced a much tougher outfit than the league. A tense game and early concession 

of 3 quick goals made it a tough ask of the RG team. The girls fought valiantly in the second half to 

narrow the gap but could not break down the Dunboyne defense and Dunboyne ultimately came away 

as worthy winners in the end. A good year of football and no doubt a good learning for the team as 

they travel through their remaining Juvenile football journey and hopefully into senior football. As 

mentors, we would like to thank the players for their effort, energy and enthusiasm throughout the 

year and wish them the best of luck in their future. 

Mentors: Brian Hartigan, Naomi Lee & FLO Rose Sorohan 

U15 Feile Team  

High expectations were held by many for this group of players for this year’s Feile as they have 

consistently been one of the top teams in Meath over the last number of years. They were paired with 

St Colmcilles and Dunboyne in a very tough group and a panel of 21 girls went to Kells for a round 

robin qualifying event. As part of the Féile tradition, the squad and mentors were sponsored with new 

gear and we would like to thank Naoise Blake Training Development, APQ Associates & Rose Sorohan 

for their generous sponsorship in such a quick timeframe. 
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Each half of a game was 12 mins long and the quick turnaround put extra pressure on teams to get 

scores on the board quickly. The format was three teams in each group with only one team progressing 

out of each group. All players got fair game time throughout the Féile games.  

The first game was against Dunboyne. The girls started very quickly and built up a good scoring rate 

with each team member linking up very well. Some impressive flowing moves and well taken scores, 

resulted in a final score to Royal Gaels of 5-05 to 2-02. Next up and the final game in the group was 

against St Colmcilles, this was the deciding game for winning the group and progressing to semi-finals. 

It was a very tough, tense game, with Cilles coming out quicker scoreing a goal in the first half. Both 

teams defended bravely with only a point in it at half time. Royal Gaels came back with a lovely team 

goal and briefly held the lead at the start of the 2nd half but Colmcilles got a second goal and late point. 

Royal Gaels chased hard, but it was not to be and they ultimately lost by 2-04 to 1-03. St. Colmcilles 

progressed to the final and were ultimately beaten by St Pats. Overall, it was a different playing format 

and different experience for the girls and while they were disappointed, they worked extremely hard, 

gave everything and represented the club superbly and with pride. 

Mentors: Brian Hartigan, Naomi Lee, FLOs  Rose Sorohan & Naoise Hartigan 

U15 Division 5 & U14 Division 1 

Over the course of 2022 our 2008 girls were involved in 2 competitions, the u15 Div 5 competition in 

the spring and the u14 Division 1 competition in the Autumn, while we were also able to give girls a 

taste of the Feile competition as the club were invited to enter a B team.  

Across all 3 competitions we had a common theme of being close but not close enough. The girls got 

the opportunity to play against some teams we wouldn't usually come up against in the u15 league 

and although they played very well in all their games one too many losses meant we failed to qualify 

for the knock-out stages.  

It was a similar story in the u14 competition, where a narrow loss to eventual winners Walterstown 

in our first-round game proved to be our un-doing in the end although the girls put in a fantastic 

display on the day.  

Over the course of the year, we tried to ensure all the girls got plenty of playing time and we could 

see huge improvements over the course of the twelve months. We have had a few new players 

come on board for 2023 and we look forward to building on the girls’ skills to help prepare them for 

the upcoming u15, u16 and eventually adult competitions that lie ahead. We would like to thank all 

the parents for their support and encouragement to the girls, we would like to thank the club and in 

particular Ger Reid and Mary O Regan for the assistance on pitch allocation and administration and I 

personally would like to thank Lara Reynolds, Laura Quinn, Kenny McTigue, Pat Murray and all our 

FLO's who have assisted us with this group.  

Mentors: Johnny O'Connor, Lara Reynolds, Laura Quinn, Kenny McTigue, Pat Murray, Lar Smith. 

U14 Division 6  

The U14 Division 6 team came 5th in a group of 8 teams. Following a great start, winning their 

opening 2 games, the girls were brought down to earth against a very strong O'Mahonys side. Close 

games followed against both Walterstown and Ratoath which they only lost by the closest of 

margins, but with the considerable bonus of a significant improvement across the squad. This 

improvement shone through with a great game which saw them victorious against Clann na nGael, 

giving the girls a great boost heading into their final game against table toppers Dunboyne, who 

were undefeated throughout the campaign. The improvements were clear as the girls played some 



 
 

32 
Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels AGM 2022 

fantastic football, with just their ability to make chances count letting them down. Dunboyne came 

away with a victory, but the girls ensured that they earned it. 

Thanks to Damien McGrath who sponsored a set of jerseys for the girls. 

An absolute pleasure to look after this squad of players, with 2 really enjoyable day trips thrown in 

where the girls got to go bowling and some kayaking. Looking forward to the spring league already' 

Mentors: Derek Cribbin, Hugh McCarthy, Evelyn Cribbin 

 U 13 Div 2 
The under 13 group was split into three teams albeit numbers were tight. The girls developed their 
skills throughout the campaign and put in some good performances and just missed out on a semi 
final place having been placed in a group with  O’Mahonys, Trim, St Mary, Seneschalstown, 
Dunboyne & St Pats. There is some great talent coming through in this group. Many thanks to 
Damien McGrath of Dynamo Tyres for his generous sponsorship of two sets of jerseys for the u13 
group and to our FLOs for their assistance throughout the year. 
 
Mentors: Hugh McCarthy, Derek Cribbin, Evelyn Cribbin 
 
U13 Div 8   
The girls played 7 matches in this league and finished in 5th place narrowly missing out on a semi-
final spot. They won two matches against Dunsany and Duleek and secured a draw against Ratoath. 
This was the first competitive league for the girls, and they all did great and developed a better 
understanding of the game taking some of their drills into games and also in relation to support play. 
The also got to learn a bit more about the ladies’ rules as they transitioned from go games referees 
to more senior experienced referees. 
  
At the end of the League, the girls and the coaches had a team building kayaking trip on the river 
Boyne with some treats and fun afterwards. 
  
Special thanks to Damien McGrath and Lina Chi McGrath, Dynamo Tyres who sponsored a set of 
jerseys for the girls. 
  
Mentors: Liam Galligan, Paul Bohan, Simon Duignan. Lead FLO Co-ordinator: Jackie Glennon 
  
 U13 Division 9 
This group were all 12 year olds playing their first competitive football, they played 8 games, 
sometimes against teams who were 13 year olds. They developed well as a squad winning 4 of their 
8 games which benefited them when they reverted to their correct age group in the Autumn. 
 
Mentors Gareth Kelly, Liam Galligan  
 
U12 Division 2    
The Autumn League kicked off at the end of August with the girls assigned Div. 2. Originally there 
were about 20 girls in the group but with new registrations this increased to 23. There were 2 under 
12 teams with a simple age-based split between 2010 girls and 2011 girls. Stephen Robinson and 
Shona Mangan managed the 2011 girls. (U12 Div. 6) 
  
It was a slow start for the girls, losing our first 2 matches but the coaching and the self-belief kicked 
in and the girls turned the corner wining 5 league matches in a row and progressing to the League 
Semi-Final. 
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In the semi-final it was a tight game, but the girls came out on top against Trim with a last minute 
goal to win by two points. Their “never give up” attitude gave them just rewards on this occasion, 
much to their delight and all the home crowd. 
  
The final was played against Oldcastle in Grangegodden on Sunday 30th Oct. The girls really enjoyed 
the experience with a total of 23 girls togging out on the day. Unfortunately, a stronger Oldcastle 
team got the better of us on this occasion but I’m sure we will have many more opportunities down 
the road. The disappointment was short lived as the girls were in great form for a pizza party 
afterwards, back in the clubhouse. 
  
The League was an incredible journey for these girls, and they really developed something special as 
a team. The attendance at training and matches was excellent and each of the girls turned up with 
lots of energy and enthusiasm. The coaches are extremely proud of what they have achieved, 
representing themselves, their family, and their club. 
  
The girls are already looking forward to the U13 Spring campaign already. 
  
Special thanks to Jackie Glennon for co-ordinating the FLO’s for each training session and the 
matches. 
  
Coaches: Liam Galligan, Garreth Kelly, Simon Duignan, Paul Bohan, Dave Farrell. FLO Co-ordinator: 
Jackie Glennon 
 
Under 11 & U12 Div 6 
This year saw an introduction of an U11 Go Games format in the early part of the year where the 
girls born in 2011 took part. 
There were 19 girls in the group, and these players played games home and away against teams 
from Trim, St. Pats, Seneschalstown and St. Comlcilles. 
The girls acquitted themselves quite well and showed the skills they had been practising in training 
in a match setting. 
  
After the summer break the group entered into their first competitive league where they played in 
the u12 Division 6. 
The girls once again played Trim and Seneschasltown in the early rounds coming out with a win and 
a draw. 
Despite going into the league a year out of age the girls gained plenty of experience. A tough game 
against eventual League winners Clan na nGael was not a fair reflection of the hard work the girls 
were putting in. 
Again, huge displays against Ratoath and Dunboyne saw the girls sit in 4th place going into their last 
game against St Colmcilles where a win would secure a semi-final spot, and the possibility of getting 
some great experience in their first competitive league. 
Unfortunately, it wasn’t to be for the Black & Amber with Cilles taking the spoils on the day. 
However, the girls have come on so much over the last twelve months and continue to improve and 
gel together. 
  
We have been fortunate enough too over the last few weeks to have four new girls join the group; 
and all the girls continue to develop their skills as we approach the season end. 
We look forward to seeing the girls return in the New Year as they line out in an u13 league for the 
first time. 
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A special word of thanks to all the FLO’s, parents and supporters that get the girls to & from training 
and games. 
Mentors: Stephen Robinson & Shona Mangan 
 
Under 10  
2022 has again seen a strong and growing team both in players, mentors and supporters. Year on 
year with the rolling support of mentors and the addition of new people to the team we have seen 
the girls develop, flourish, and grow as players, as teammates, as Dunshaughlin Club & Meath 
County supporters and as people. 

Player & Mentor Development 
Players enjoyed matches, blitzes and training alike and with a good mix of both throughout the 
season. Their team play and development and support of each other was very strong. Good turn out 
for matches and training ensured that all got the opportunity to play with each other in different 
teams and positions throughout the year. This allowed for skills and knowledge and appreciation of 
the game and challenges and opportunities each position presents to be worked on. 

Just like the girls the mentors continue to challenge themselves, upskill and develop. Many gave 
more of their time to attend training courses; club meetings and volunteer in many other ways for 
the club such is their commitment and dedication. 

Areas of Focus 
One of the areas of focus this year was respect. Respect for teammates; oppositions and referees 
and match officials. The mentors attended briefing on this topic and spoke to the girls on the 
importance of respect across all aspects of the game & club. This was reiterated throughout the 
year. 

Carrying the ball & accuracy of passing were areas that were highlighted in the girls development 
this year. Soloing; ball control; using their steps has helped their confidence on the ball. Punt pass; 
hand pass; long kicking and running off the ball has worked to improve the accuracy of their passing 
and led to great success in matches. 

Fundraising 
The strong comradery and team and club support is never more evident than in their fundraising. 
Again, the girls out did themselves and were a source of pride for their families and club by running 
the May Bank Holiday Plant Sale & Summer Raffle. Huge appreciation to Marie Kennedy of Newlands 
Home & Garden Centre along with Fresh Today for plants donated and prizes from Eamon Dunne, 
Farmhouse Foods. The girls manned the stalls during a wet and windy weekend. Using their skills of 
selling; organisation; negotiation along with just good fun they managed to raise a whopping €3,500. 
Trips Away 
To celebrate their effort and commitment during the first half of the year the team joined with the 
U9 Girls for an amazing day out. A bus of over 40 mentors and players headed to Croke Park for the 
tour of the stadium, armed with sponsored snack bags & a whole lot of enthusiasm and questions. 
Many thanks to Ronan Collier for covering the admission fees. Each girl got a memento of the trip 
and were treated to lunch in Caffreys. The craic was good, the singing better and as for the conga 
line to finish off the day we can take it this is one of those memories that will live on with the team! 

Thanks to the work of the mentors and club support we were selected to attend the U10 Blitz in 
Croke Park and play on the hallowed ground in August. This was a fabulous event for supporters, 
mentors, and trainers alike. As the ladies’ county teams have been inspirational for all players, this 
truly was an inspiration day to be part of. 
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Support Team 
We also wish to pay tribute to Dunshaughlin GAA, Drumree GAA & our county teams whose 
phenomenal achievements continue to influence and inspire all. On and off the pitch they give 100% 
to their teams; clubs and county and this has had a hugely positive impact on the team. 

As we all know, hard work, talent and numbers are one thing but the glue that holds it all together 
and makes it possible are the mentors, parents, FLOs and indeed wider club members for their help, 
support, and interest. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our Female Liaison Officers 
Sinead Darby, Orla Rafter, Lisa Breeze & Sandra Anderson. 

We are really looking forward to progressing further with the team next year and building on the 
skills they have developed. 

Mentors: Edwina Reid, Glen Buggy, Tomás Mc Weeney, Joanne Mulcahy & Owen Herlihy. FLOs 
Sinead Darby, Orla Rafter, Lisa Breeze & Sandra Anderson 

Under 9  
After laying great foundations with the team in previous years, Tomas McWeeney was given a few 
extra pairs of hands in Ronan Collier, Joe Mangan and Orlaith Moyles who would go on to oversee 
the girls in their U9’s season. Now training in a smaller group, the girls quickly gelled together and 
adopted a great team attitude. 

The Spring season was kicked off with the girls performing excellently against their first opponents 
Navan O’Mahonys in late March. The team then continued with impressive performances against 
the likes of Ashbourne, Dunboyne, Walterstown and Blackhall Gaels. The season was closed out with 
a trip to Croke Park with the U10’s team in late May. The girls had a great time learning about 
history of the GAA, fun facts about the grounds itself and getting to see some of the famous 
silverware up close. Special thanks have to go Ronan for sponsoring the entry fee and giving both 
teams such a great team bonding experience. 

A very special guest took the girls for their first session of the summer league in early July with 
Meath All Ireland panel member, Maeve Byrne putting the girls through their paces with a tough 
training session followed by Q&A on all things Meath GAA and what it’s like being a part of an All-
Ireland Final. The girls were delighted to have a local LGFA legend down at training and the girls put 
everything they learned into practice over the course of the season against Trim, St. Colmcilles, 
Simonstown and Seneschalstown. It was also during this season that the team received their first 
piece of sponsored club attire in the form of Dunshaughlin Royal Gaels half zips, designed by CICO 
Sports and sponsored by Bord na Mona. Special thanks to local player and CICO team member Adam 
McDermott with his help designing the tops and Pauric O’Meara for his help in securing sponsorship. 
The girls would now look the part for the upcoming Autumn season. 

Autumn brought matches from previous opponents including Gael Colmcille’s and Navan O’Mahonys 
where the girls brought the same level of teamwork and effort even on a went Saturday morning 
visit to Simonstown GAA. The season is yet to come to an end with one more game to be played 
against Ratoath to finish out the season but we’re sure the girls will bring all their skills and hard 
work that they’ve applied over the last eight months. 

Since the instatement of Ronan, Joe and Orlaith as U9’s management in March of this year, they 
have been able to continue to improve the players’ skills, and confidence in playing the game by 
engaging the girls in fun and challenging weekly training sessions and competitive challenge matches 
while also ensuring their enjoyment in the sport continues through the planning of social days out, 
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guest appearance sessions and encouraging communication between the players. As a result, the 
team has grown throughout the seasons with our initial team size growing from 18 to 26 players in 8 
months. We can only hope that these girls continue to enjoy being a part of the Dunshaughlin Royal 
Gaels football club and we as mentors have done enough for them to take the lessons of the last 8 
months with them as they hopefully continue to play for their club for years to come. 

Mentors: Ronan Collier, Joe Mangan, Orlaith Moyles. 

Under 8 
The U-8 girls were an absolute credit to the club this season. A relatively small panel, they 
consistently punched above their weight enjoying some very memorable performances along the 
way.  
 
Fixtures in the latter half of the season were somewhat disrupted by adverse weather however 
considerable progress was made week on week in training. Particularly impressive was a collective 
breakthrough in the understanding of space when in and out of possession.  
 
They are a wonderful group, full of determined, fun and charismatic footballers. A pleasure to coach. 
Expect them to go from strength to strength.  

Mentors: Vinny Mulvey & Mark Cottrell 

 

Under 7  
The number of registered players born in 2015 increased by just over 10% (4 additional players have 
registered).  Commitment and attendance at training sessions and games, from players and coaches, 
both home and away, was excellent, and has improved from an already strong attendance rate in 
2021.  We are also happy to have retained all 9 of our U7 coaches/mentors. 
 
Every single player has improved in their technical skills and fitness levels.  We don't announce any 
final scores to our players, as per the rules of Little Ladies Leagues, but the coaches and the players 
themselves have been very happy with how well they have played all year.  Team-work and player-
to-player encouragement has also been exceptional all year. 
 
Communication between coaches and parents has been fantastic, with a 95-100% response rate 
from parents on group messages regarding training sessions and games.  There is a great sense of 
pride and community within our group.  Parents have also been hugely supportive and positive 
during matches, with zero negativity seen towards players, referees, coaches or opposition 
throughout 2021. 

 
Sponsorship 
We have 6 new sets of goals to use thanks to Peter Brophy, who very kindly offered to sponsor 
these.  This has made a huge difference to our training sessions and home games. We are hugely 
grateful to Peter for these. 
 
Kealy Construction also sponsored training jerseys for every U7 (and also U8) player, with the new 
1886 logo on the front.  We are hugely grateful to Richie Kealy and Aiden Kealy for these.   

 
Events 
The girls really enjoyed playing at half-time during one of the Men’s first team home games.  The 
girls would love to play at half-time again in any of the Ladies or Mens matches.  
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Niamh, Niamh and Meadhbh arrived down before the All-Ireland final to meet the girls at their 
training session, which gave the girls a huge boost!  We saw a huge number of our U7 players at the 
Senior Ladies Final between Dunshaughlin and Dunboyne, such is their support and admiration for 
the Dunshaughlin Ladies team and the Meath Ladies team, thanks to the time and support given to 
them from players, especially Lauren Brophy, who has been 100% committed all year to mentoring 
and has been an exceptional example to the young players. 
 
We finished the year with a trip to the bowling alley which all the girls really enjoyed.  This was 
subsidised by the coaches.   

 
Plans for 2023 
In 2023, we will continue to build on our progress.  
 
Due to the number of girls in this age group, we will require two new sets of jerseys  
 
We would like to look into having a place where we could train indoors for the colder months. This 
means we could start training earlier in the year. We also have one or two players who have asthma 
and other risk factors which stop them from training in the colder weather. 

 
We did not have enough FLOs. All three of our U7 FLOs do a fantastic job and are so important to 
our team and our players.  But we would ideally have two FLOs at each session and this is too much 
to ask of a group of three, who all work and have younger children.  We would like to find a way for 
it to be easier for parents to volunteer, as we feel this is something we really need to sell to them. 
Perhaps offering more than a reduction to membership fees, perhaps a reduction in their child’s 
membership fees or possibly asking for company sponsorship as suggested by a member last year? 
Could we find FLOs from other teams? Would some senior players like to volunteer on rotation?  We 
are open to any suggestion because we desperately need more FLOs.   

 
Support 
We have all been very happy with the support we have been given from the club and the 
committees, who have all been extremely helpful with any questions or requests we have had, We 
have found it very easy to get pitches booked and there has been a lot of help, advice and 
enthusiasm for the U7s.  Many thanks especially to Frank, Brian, Mary, Ger, Teresa and also David 
Reid for brilliant PRO work and photography the girls will treasure.   
 

Mentors : Janet Kealy, Vincent Cronolly, Diarmuid Shanahan, Michael Molloy, Joe Mangan, Damien 
Lynch, Eanna O’Cinneide, John Gallagher, Lauren Brophy. 
FLOs: Jane Reilly, Deirdre Cronolly, Laura Faherty. 
 
Representation on County teams 
2022 was another fantastic year for Meath LGFA and once again we were honoured to be 
represented at all levels.  
 
Representing us on the Meath Senior All Ireland and Division 1 winning team was Niamh O’Sullivan 
who picked the Player of the Match award for the All Ireland Final, Niamh Gallogly and Meadhbh 
Byrne. A fabulous reception was held at the club for the girl where they spent the evening answering 
questions, signing autographs and having photos taken with their fans. Thanks to the girls for who 
have given endless hours to visiting with various teams throughout the year.     
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Elena Kennedy represented us at Minor level, unfortunately for Meath, Kildare got the better of 
them in the Leinster Final. Elena is still eligible to compete at Minor level this year so we hope she 
will make the team and bring home the silverware in 2023. 
 
At under 16, Anna Moyles donned the green and gold reaching the Leinster final against Dublin who 
were saved by the crossbar on a couple of occasions to take the Leinster title. 
 
Our four representatives on the U14 team were Aisling O’Connor, Clair McCarrick, Katelyn Robinson, 
Niamh Summerville. The under 14 competiton is run over a blitz format, the girls won the Leinster C  
r C Final and took part in the U14 All Ireland Blitz.  
 
Thanks 
Many thanks to all our players, committee members, mentors & FLOs who give huge commitment to 
the club. I would especially like to thank the Senior Ladies team members who give generously of 
their time to help coach underage teams. Thanks also to the parents who support us throughout the 
year.   
 

G4MO Report  
 The Gaelic for Mothers & Others (G4MO) team has completed another fun filled year.  Starting off 
positively in 2022, the G4MO team secured a €975 grant from Meath Local Sports Partnership which 
enabled the team to upgrade all their training equipment & training balls. The older footballs were 
donated to the U15 girls team.   
  
Training resumed with strong numbers & lots of interest from new members of our community who 
recently re-located to Dunshaughlin.  A multi-lingual recruitment campaign ran on social media as 
well as in the local shops / crèches in the village, helping us reach new ladies. Posters & Social Media 
posts were translated into Spanish & Romanian & Polish.  
  
The unveiling of our newly designed match jerseys was another milestone & the generous 
sponsorship from Denis & Charlene Kealy of Keamc Construction Contractors has to be 
acknowledged. 
  
The G4MO took part in over 12 local friendly matches & 2 regional blitzes enabling all our players the 
opportunity to play games in a relaxed & non-competitive way.  These local games afford everyone a 
chance to practice their skills learnt in training in a fun & friendly atmosphere.  The obligatory tea & 
cakes after the matches encourages mingling & mixing with teams from throughout the county & 
into our neighbouring G4MO teams in Dublin & Kildare.  
  
The G4MO facilitated a recruitment drive from the Nursery team & now we have a number of our 
G4MO ladies who are mentoring within the nursery programme. 
  
The G4MO was also successful in securing €1,000 in funding from Conradh na Gaeilge under their 
Ciste Spreagtha funding, for a Gaelic trí Ghaeilge “come & try event”.  A really enjoyable evening 
hosted entirely through Irish gave everyone an opportunity to practice their cúpla focal!  Prizes & 
Traditional Irish music rounded off a great evening with guest coach Gordon Mac an Bhaird (Games 
Promotion Officer - Fingal) who is a fluent Irish speaker & Meath native. This grant also helped 
produce a flyer with simple phrases for parents / children to use. 
  
Another €500 was secured from Meath County Council Communities Fund,  an all-weather canopy / 
shelter was purchased, the G4MO team are happy to share this with any another teams who may 
need it during the coming year. 
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Friendly matches continued right into late Autumn.   Another successful year of G4MO drew to a 
close in mid-December with the annual Turkey Kick & fun games night took place just before 
Christmas.  
  
The G4MO training takes a well-deserved break in January and have engaged with Meath Local 
Sports Partnership to run fitness classes for a 6 weeks beginning mid-January in the Clubhouse. 
  
A big thank you goes out to the 2 fantastic & hugely committed coaches, Mervyn Ennis and Evelyn 
Naughton who are on hand every week to run the training sessions, they attend all the matches and 
Blitzes and put the #craic back into coaching! 
  
Looking to 2023, the G4MO are looking at the possibility of hosting our 1st local Blitz here in 
Dunshaughlin & Royal Gaels GAA.  The G4MO team is keen to partner with a sponsor to procure 
training tops & sweatshirts for the season ahead. 
  
In 2023 we hope to recruit more players & welcome back former players, the door is always open to 
G4MO, so we encourage anyone to come along & try one of the Thursday training sessions! 
  
Report by Caoimhe Delany 
 

Golf Society 
The 2022 season teed off in pleasant conditions on the 3rd April with a much anticipated visit to 
Kilcock Golf Club. We had a fabulous turn out and some new players which was great to see. The 
weather played ball too for most of the day too. In the winner’s enclosure for our first event were: 
1st Brian O’Brien, 2nd Michael Keane, Category 1 Padraig Considine Category 2 Trevor Dowd. Paul 
Healy picked up Nearest the Pin while Longest Drive went to David Duane. David Duane also won the 
Birdie Hole competition but it was Brian O’Brien’s 40 point haul that was the highlight of the day and 
signal of intent for Player of the Year. 
We were very thankful to Maurice Connolly for sponsoring the outing and to Paul Healy of Supervalu 
for providing goodie bags for each of the participants. 
Charlie Bird was on everyone’s mind that day and a whip round collected €310 which was donated 
to Climb with Charlie. 
 
Our second event brought us to Palmerstown Estate on May 21st, a fantastic and very challenging 
course. It was a great turnout despite missing good few regulars. Taking the honours in Palmerstown 
Estate were: 1st Gerry Keenan, 2nd Maurice Connolly, Category 1 Ronan Gogan, Category 2 Damien 
McLoughlin. Ronan Gogan picked up the Nearest the Pin prize with Damien McLoughlin adding the 
Longest Drive to his Category 2 win. We were very thankful to Ronan Gogan for sponsoring the 
outing and to Paul Healy of Supervalu for providing fruit and water, much needed sustenance to get 
us around this Championship course. 
 
Our third event of the year took us to Moyvalley in early July. It took the back nine to separate first 
and second overall, with Ronan Gogan pipping George Lovell on the back nine. Part time 
professional golfer Jim Smith took the Category 1 loot while Golf Society Captain John Considine 
missed out on major honours with 35 points, but they were good enough to take Category 2. Colum 
Bracken had a fantastic drive to take the Longest Drive honours on a day when no players was able 
to get on the “dance floor”, unusually we had no winner of the Nearest the Pin. 
We were very thankful to Jim Smith for sponsoring the outing. 
 
Stunning views across the county towards the Mourne Mountains greeted us on the finest of days in 
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Bellewstown Golf Club on the first weekend of August. 
Again the back nine was needed to decide the eventual winner with Neil O’Dwyer taking first overall 
ahead of Maurice Connolly. Longford colours flew over Category 1 as Christy Canavan took that spot 
while Brian O’Brien moved into pole position in the Golfer of the Year with 34 points in his Category 
2 win. Maurice Connolly sought consolation in the Nearest the Pin while Ronan Gogan hd the 
Longest Drive of the day. Mick Fennell was in the money taking the Birdie Hole prize. 
 
The blue riband Captains Prize took place on September 3rd in Headfort New Golf Course outside 
Kells. 
Unfortunately the conditions on the day proved more of a challenge than the course itself, welly 
boots wouldn’t have been out of place. Despite the weather an enjoyable day was had. Maurice 
Connolly was the overall winner with a fantastic score of 31 points in the wet conditions. 2nd overall 
was George Lovell. Ronan Gogan and John Davis won Category 1 and Category 2 respectively. Gerry 
Keenan edged Longest Drive and showed precision to win Nearest the Pin. 
We are very thankful for Captain John Considine for sponsoring firstly prize. 
 
A model of consistency over the course of the season it came as no surprise that Brian O’Brien 
scooped Golfer of the Year. Pushed hard by several others he eventually came out on top and 
deservedly so. Brian Reilly is to be thanked for sponsoring the Golfer of the Year prize. 
Our final piece of business on the day was to introduce our incoming Captain for 2023, Gerry 
Keenan. 
 
On September 9th a very successful Golf Classic was held in The Black Bush Golf Club. Jim Smith, as 
always, was the driving force behind making the day an outstanding success. 
 
As it turned out the Golf Classic was the last golf activity for the year. 
 
To wrap up the year we surveyed our Golf Society and as a result we have some fantastic 
suggestions for next year, more to come on that in the coming weeks so stay tuned! 
We look forward to seeing you all again in 2023. New players always welcome. 
Look out on social media channels for details of our first outing in 2023.  
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Standing Orders/Bunordaithe  

Definition: The Rules of Debate at the AGM are referred to as “Standing Orders.” 

1. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment thereto may speak for four minutes. 

2. A delegate speaking to a Resolution or of an Amendment must not exceed three minutes. 

3. The Proposer of a Resolution or an Amendment may speak a second time for three minutes 

before a vote is taken, but no other delegate may speak a second time to the same 

Resolution or Amendment. 

4. The Chairman may at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently discussed call on 

the proposer for a reply, and when that has been given a vote must be taken. 

5. A delegate may, with the consent of the Chairman, move “that the question be now put”, 

after which when the proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken. 

6. Where the AGM considers it appropriate, a vote may be by secret ballot. 

7. A speaker to the Annual Report or to any other general discussion shall not exceed four 

minutes to any one topic. 

8. Any motion seeking additions or amendments to the Constitution or Rules must have a 

majority equal to two-thirds of those present, entitled to vote and voting. 

9. Standing Orders shall not be suspended for the purpose of considering any matter not on 

the Agenda except by the consent of a majority equal to two-thirds of those present, 

entitled to vote and voting. 

10. The Chairman may change the order of items on the agenda with the support of a simple 

majority of those present, entitled to vote and voting.  

Adapted from the G.A.A.’s AGM Standing Orders, A Guideline for Members 
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Ratification 

(i) Club Trustees  

The current club trustees are Paddy O Dwyer, Cyril Creavin, Jim Smith and the GAA’s Corporate 

Trustee. 

(ii) Children’s officer 

Ger Reid and Janet Kealy are proposed as the Club’s Children’s officers 

(iii) Membership Fees for 2023  

 

Adult Player Membership €175 

Adult Player on third or fourth championship team €130 

Student/Apprentice Membership €120 

Juvenile Membership U11–U18 €120 

Non Playing Adult €75 

Couple, non playing Membership €100 

Juveniles 2 or more €220 

Family 2 adults plus 1 child €200 

Family 2 adults plus 2 children €260 

Family 2 adults plus more than 2 children €300 

Family 1 adult plus 1 child €170 

Family 1 adult plus 2 children €230 

Family 1 adult plus more than 2 children €270 

Senior Citizen €50 

FLO €40 

Under 8 to Under 10 €80 

 

Notes: Golf Society / G4M / Over 35s to be treated separately to core membership 
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Nominations for 2023 

Presidents Fr. Joe Clavin, Val Dowd, Tom Everard, 
Ead Kealy, Catherine McHale, Shaun 

McTigue, Paddy O Dwyer, Tommy 
O’Dwyer, Christy Purcell. 

Chair Frank Gallogly 

Vice Chair  

Secretary Declan Bannon 

Asst Secretary  Alan O’Dwyer 

Treasurer Pauric McGovern 

Asst Treasurer Niall Kelly 

PRO David Jennings 

Club Registrar Teresa Ennis 

County Board Delegate Jim Mitchell 

Coaching Officer  

Irish Language & Cultural Officer Hannah Leahy & Niamh Hetherington 

Players Rep Men Andrew Smith 

Players Rep Ladies  

Insurance Officer  

IT Officer Neil O’Dwyer 

Safety Officer Cyril Creavin 

Well Being Officer Colum Bracken 

Committee (Five positions)  Alan O'Dwyer, Colum Bracken, Jim Smith, 
Fergus Clancy,  

Ladies Chair Robert Kennedy 

Ladies Vice Chair Gerry Reynolds 

Ladies Secretary Mary O’Regan 

Ladies Asst Secretary Ger Reid 

Ladies PRO  

Ladies Committee Teresa Ennis, Rose Sorohan, Ger Reid, 
Dave McEntee, Michael Molloy, Marc 

Leddy, Stephen Robinson, and Eanna O 
Cinneada 

Juvenile Boys Chair Alan Quirke Neil O’Dwyer 

Juvenile Vice Chair Marc Leddy 

Juvenile Secretary Caroline Malone 

Juvenile Asst secretary Ronan Gogan 

Juvenile PRO  

Juvenile Committee Michael McHale, Tomas McWeeney 
Marty Reilly 

 

Note: The Children’s Officer shall be appointed at the AGM on the recommendation of the 

outgoing Executive Committee 
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Motions 

None received 
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End of Year Accounts 30th September 2022 

 

 

Note: Membership Fees were held in Foireann rather than the current account and transferred 

throughout the year as needed – Total membership collected was €48969 (€45004.00 - Foireann 

+€3965.00 Cheque/Cash)  
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Grace Healthcare are delighted to be the 

main sponsor of Dunshaughlin & Royal 

Gaels and we look forward to working with 

everyone in the club and community 

 

 

 

 


